


St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
May 15, 2022                                                   Fifth Sunday of Easter 
*************************************************************** 

Divine Service Setting One (Lutheran Service Book, pg. 151) 
 

Hymn of Invocation  
 475 Good Christian Friends, Rejoice and Sing 
 

Invocation and Versicles (p. 151) 
 

Introit                                                        Psalm 98:2–6; antiphon: v. 1  
Oh sing to the L  a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The L  has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
 

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house 
of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the L , all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
 

Sing praises to the L  with the lyre, 
 with the lyre and the sound of melody! 
With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 make a joyful noise before the King, the L ! 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Oh sing to the L  a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.  

 

The Kyrie (p. 152) 
 

Hymn of Praise: This Is the Feast (p. 155) 
 

Salutation and Collect (p. 156) 
P O God, You make the minds of Your faithful to be of one 

will. Grant that we may love what You have commanded and 
desire what You promise, that among the many changes of 
this world our hearts may be fixed where true joys are found; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for-
ever.  

C Amen. (sung) 
 
Readings (on back of bulletin) 
 
Gradual                       adapt. from Matthew 28:7; Hebrews 2:7; Psalm 8:6 

Christ has risen from the dead. 
 [God the Father] has crowned him with glory and honor. 

He has given him dominion over the works of his hands; 
 he has put all things under his feet. 

 
Alleluia and Verse (Common, p. 156) 
 
Hymn of the Day 672 Jerusalem the Golden 
 
Sermon 
 
Nicene Creed (p. 158) 
 
Prayer of the Church 

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy,     
C hear our prayer.  
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God forever.  
C Amen. 

 
Presentation of the Offering 
 
Offertory (p. 159) 
 
Service of the Sacrament (p. 160) 
(Please see the Communion statement in the pew pads for receiving the 
Sacrament at St. John’s.) 
 
Distribution Hymns 
 633 At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing 
 464 The Strife Is O’er, the Battle Done 
 
Post-Communion Canticle: Thank the Lord (p. 164) 
 
Hymn to Depart 486 If Christ Had Not Been Raised from Death 
********************************************************************** 
 



ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

 
Rev. Timothy Nerud                   Pastor 
 309-949-2516 (Office), 612-940-8138 (Cell), 309-949-2517 (Home) 
   
Elder:  Carl Freeman 
 
Organist: Corinne Luckinbill 
 
Greeter: Janet Bertsos 
 
Ushers:   
 
Videographers:  Joel Werling or Heidi Nerud 
 
Today’s Readings:      First Reading: Acts 11:1-18 
   Epistle: Revelation 21:1-7 
   Gospel: John 16:12-22 
 

WE PRAY: Mighty God, enthroned in glory, Ruler of all good and evil, hasten 
the day when evil is defeated and all things are made new, that only praise and 
thanksgiving, unmixed with cursing and swearing, be tendered to You by all 
Your people; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and the Holy Spirit 
are one God with dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE, a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours   (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
            (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
            (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
                    (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

STREAM SERVICES https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and on 
the website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org.  

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—10    Adult Bible Class—11       Worship—58 

 
OFFERING 

Offering last Sunday               $3,045.98 
Weekly 2022 Budget income needed            $4,084.71 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT ST JOHN’S 
Today   8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
Tuesday  7:00 pm Adult Instruction 
Next Sunday              8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
          Confirmation Sunday 
        
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Psalms 122:1 
 
REVELATION 21:1 – “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the 
first heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.” 
The things of this world are passing away. We are waiting for a new heaven and 
a new earth, which have been promised to us in Christ. This knowledge is foun-
dational for our stewardship of what God has put into our hands. What is truly 
important? What is worthy of our support? How has God called us to use 
“unrighteous mammon” for the good of our neighbor and His kingdom?  
 
NEW ATTENDANCE PADS are at the end of each pew. Each family 
(members and guests) should sign using only ONE box per household, naming 
all family members present in the one box. EVERYONE needs to indicate their 
intention to receive Holy Communion on a Communion Sunday. Return pad to 
the right end of your pew. Thanks for your help with this. 
 
CALLING ST. JOHN’S YOUTH grades 7th—12th. Please join us on the third 
Sundays of the month for Youth Group. Our first meeting will be TODAY after 
the worship service. We will have a meal, devotion and fellowship. For more 
information contact Sandy Rahn, 390-716-8621 or rahnsandra@yahoo.com. 
 
VBS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 5-9 (Sunday—Thursday)—Light suppers 
will be served at 5:30 pm each night with the VBS program beginning at 6 pm. 
This year’s theme is ‘Tree of Life: God’s Promise of Salvation’, Volunteers are 
needed each session. Contact Sandy Rahn or Barb Miller to volunteer your help 
and/or register your child/children and guests. 
 
THANK YOU to those who are helping clean the cemetery headstones. They 
are looking wonderful.  
If there is anyone else who would like to help, you can let Terri Hock know. 
The process is fairly simple but does take some time and a bit of elbow grease. 
Terri will show you how to do this and then you can come on your own sched-
ule. We will work at this until completed. Most of the stones do need attention.  



BRING US YOUR SHOES! Concordia Lutheran Church in Geneseo is raising 
funds for a Classical Lutheran school and is participating in fundraiser where 
there is nothing to buy or sell. All that is needed is your support and your old 
shoes. We are asking that members in churches in the Rock Island Circuit help 
support the school by collecting gently worn, used, and new shoes and bringing 
them to the shoe collection box placed at your church. Start in your family’s 
closets and gather pairs of shoes that are out grown, out of style, or out of sea-
son—any size or type of shoe: work boots, high heels, children’s shoes, athletic 
shoes, even flip flops. You can help even more by challenging yourself to col-
lect 25 pairs of shoes, and then challenging your friends and family to do the 
same. At the end of the collection period, the shoes will be picked up and sent 
to developing countries to create job opportunities. Shoe drive fundraisers pro-
vide inventory to 4,000 micro-entrepreneurs who sell the shoes to support their 
families. Thank you for your help. 
 
WILL YOU HELP? The Elders’ are looking for someone to be the ‘Head Ush-
er’. This person would secure ushers for each month (four ushers would serve a 
month at a time). We sincerely miss the work of Jim Dahl who served in this 
position for many, many years.  
 We also need several people who would be willing to use their singing 
abilities during the serving of Holy Communion.  
 Please contact the Office for more information on either job.  
 
PREGNANCY RESOURCES’ANNUAL BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN is 
going now through Fathers’ Day. Grab a baby bottle (sign the sheet with the # 
of bottles you take) and fill with coins, paper money or a check (make checks 
out to Pregnancy Resources). Return the bottle anytime before June 19th (please 
date when you returned your bottle). Easy Peasy!! 
 
THERE ARE 4 ORNATE and 1 plain picture frames that we would like to 
dispose of. If you are interested in one or more, you can view them on the table 
in the Fellowship Hall. You may take them for free or give a donation to the 
church. There are also several pictures that can go as well. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS—The 2022 Flower Chart is now on the bulletin board 
next to the restrooms. Cost for weekly flowers are $30 for two arrangements. 
We greatly appreciate those who help with  providing flowers for Sunday wor-
ship services. Please sign up for a Sunday. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work through missionaries on home service as you pray: 

MISSION—Pray for the LCMS missionary families who will be on home ser-
vice. Ask the Lord to keep them safe during their travels. 
 
ST JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Larry Hock—We offer before You our common 
request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be 
so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and the righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Larry 

and Terri and ask Your blessings upon them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Linda Aper  Betty Firch  Jim Rahn 
Elizabeth Bjork  Arlyn Helke  Drew Schillinger 
Jim Dahl  Lynne Johnson  Carolyn Werner 
Lois Esterlein  John Neumann  Marilyn Woods 
Don Eggers ( son of friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon/Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St. John Laborer for Christ) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Rev. Justin Kane (son of Sandra Kane) 
Bill Erdman (brother of Bob Erdman) 
Steve Tutt (husband of Gail Tutt, one of our organists) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy/Richard Davila (daughter/son-in-law of Linda Aper) 
Luke/Nicole Thompson (son/daughter-in-law of John/Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr/Mrs Paul Flynn) 
Zachary/Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Christians are called to proclaim the truth, and that truth is clear: All life is val-
uable. Each member of the human race is vital. All lives are indispensable be-
cause of Christ.” Michelle Bauman, director of Y4Life – A Life Quote from Lu-
therans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED—We still need someone willing 
to serve the three year term as a Trustee and also need someone to fill the Board 
of Education head position for the remaining of this year. 
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Fifth Sunday of Easter 
May 15, 2022 
Text: Revelation 21:1-7 (Epistle) 
Other Texts: Acts 11:1-18 (First Reading); John 16:12-22 (Gospel) 
 

“Living Now in the Hope of the Life of the World to Come” 
 

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father be yours through faith in the risen Lord Jesus 
Christ.  
 
Some have accused Christianity of being an “otherworldly,” “pie in the sky” religion, not 
concerned with the events of this life, neither truly caring about others nor having any practical 
application for living in the “real world.” While not denying that there have been Christians 
throughout history whose attitudes and life might have given such an impression, truly these 
allegations do not hold up under what is written in the Scriptures or the history of the Church.  
 
Christ our Lord sums up the second table of the Law of God, Commandments 4-10, with the 
words, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.”i This love demands not only that we do not 
harm others in various ways, but that we are in fact to help and protect them in body, 
possessions, and reputation. So it is no surprise that Christians, their faith active in love,ii carried 
out these commandments, their compassion giving rise to public charity, especially for the weak 
and the downtrodden, such as hospitals and orphanages. Nor is it shocking that they elevated 
sexual morality, which both strengthened the family bond and raised the dignity of women.  
 
Again, what is more practical then the guidance of divine wisdom revealed in Proverbs and 
Ecclesiastes for how to live as a believer in the here and now. Or how about the various “Table 
of Duties” presented in the New Testament Epistles which show how we are to live in our 
various callings in the family, church, workplace, and state.iii So, again not surprisingly, 
Christianity led to a greater value placed on honest labor and earthly duties, as believers are 
encouraged to find joy in their toil and do everything for the glory of God.iv This is where the 
term “Protestant Work Ethic” comes from, as this doctrine of vocation was restored during the 
Reformation. In addition, to the shock of many who have been poorly educated, far from being 
an enemy of science, it was the Christian world-view that really allowed science to develop, with 
its understanding of one God who has placed order into His universe as well as His dominion 
mandate to mankind to learn about and use the creation for their good unto the Creator’s glory.v  
 
Truly more could be said, both additional examples given and further details conveyed,vi but the 
point has been made: Christianity, as revealed in the Word of God and lived out by faithful 
believers, is both caring towards those in need as well as being very practical for living in this 
present world. And I say this with all pastoral concern, if you do not recognize these things, then 
please be in His Word more, both in Bible study and private reading, joining to that heartfelt 
prayer that God would increasingly open your mind to these life-changing truths. 
 
Yet, as always, more must be considered. It is written in the book of Hebrews, “It is appointed 
for man to die once, and after that comes judgment.”vii And St. Peter has written,  
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By the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, 
being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly… the day of 
the Lord will come like a thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, 
and the heavenly bodies will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the 
works that are done on it will be exposed.viii 
 

This current life on this current earth is important, but it will end. End in death for each person 
and, finally, end in fiery destruction of the whole cosmos when Christ returns. In the meantime 
we not only observe, but ourselves experience God’s providential rule where, whether by natural 
catastrophes, famine, and disease or wicked people who bring horrors upon others and, quite 
regularly, themselves, Christ the King executes His judgments upon sinners. Truly, even when 
He mercifully keeps the worst of these away from us, something which should certainly bring 
prayers of thanksgiving from us even as it encourage us to all the more pray for and offer 
whatever help we can to those experiencing the worst, still there is sorrow, trial, and tribulation. 
Still it finally ends with the solemn words, “Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” For while the way he 
comes varies greatly, still Death rides his pale horse under God’s sovereign rule, and we are 
swept up by him since the wages of sin has not changed.ix 
 
And so it is not “otherworldly” or “pie in the sky” when St. Paul writes, “For to me to live is 
Christ, and to die is gain…My desire is to depart and be with Christ, for that is far better.”x And 
St. Peter, after writing about the destruction of this creation says, “But according to his promise 
we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.”xi And it is that 
promise which is reiterated and given some visibility when God includes in St. John’s Revelation 
that which we heard this morning, “Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first 
heaven and the first earth had passed away, and the sea was no more.”xii  
 
Dear Christians, St. Paul has written, “If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all 
people most to be pitied.”xiii But our Christian hope is not in this life only. Far from it, it is the 
highest comfort and delight of the believer’s heart to ponder the promise for which we hope, that 
which we have seen through John’s eyes, God’s oath to us that we confess in our Christian 
Creed, “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.”xiv 
 
How incredible is our God and His promises that we do not hope merely for the ending of 
suffering. While we do hope for such, consider the words of promise, “[God] will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning, nor 
crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.”xv 
 
Here is not just the end of the curse, but the beginning of eternal blessedness as pictured by God 
gently wiping away every tear from the eyes of His people. It is not just the lack of mourning, 
crying, pain, and death, but the enjoyment of what life was truly meant to be before sin and Satan 
ruined it. Not only will the pains and struggles of our bodies, minds and souls be gone, but they 
will be replaced with fullness of health and wholeness of being which only God can give. See 
here, dear Christians, the separation of Christianity from some other religions as the final hope is 
not presented as annihilation of the soul, or at least the loss of the self as it is absorbed into the 
cosmic mind (whatever that means!). It is each of God’s individual people having their bodies 
raised in glory, what St. Paul refers to as “the spiritual body,”xvi so that we can possess and 
delight in the fullness of the new life that the Holy Spirit gives us, fills us with.  
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In this life in the new creation, the sea is no more, that is, the separation between God and 
mankind is forever removed since our sins which separate us from Him will not just be forgiven, 
but finally and fully purged from us. There will be no more sinful nature, which means the battle 
between the old and new mans will be over, the pain and sorrow of the conflict within us, as 
much a thing of the past as all other struggle. 
 
We all long for these blessings. We all eagerly await seeing our loved ones who have died in the 
faith once more. Yet, we start to wonder if there will be something for us to do, to keep us busy. 
Then we get stupid images in our minds, like strumming a harp on some puffy cloud with a look 
of absolute boredom on our face. And so we question if heaven will be all it is cracked up to be, 
since eternity even in heaven will have to get tedious eventually, right? Wrong! 
 
First, have no illusion that such thinking is anything other than an attack of Satan and the vile 
thinking of our sinful nature. For if Satan can get us to give up on our greatest hope, or reduce its 
potency in us by such doubts, he snatches from us the very thing that is to be the prime source of 
our strength in the midst of the greatest of evils, that which allowed the martyrs to face fire, 
beast, and sword, the confessors to face suffering and exile, and every believer to endure the 
tribulation that is life on this fallen world in which evil seems to hold sway. So if you begin to 
question heaven’s joys, its goodness, that you will be truly happy there and so truly want to be 
there, fight that in the Holy Spirit with the promises of God’s Word that tell you otherwise! 
 
Second, while the many blessings of heaven are great, there is a bit of truth that even these could 
lose their luster in eternity if that was all that eternity was about. But they’re not! The greatest 
blessing of heaven is none of these things that we so commonly focus on, though blessings they 
are. The new creation is not just merely a stress-free vacation to some awesome resort in some 
area of incredible natural beauty. Consider, what makes heaven? It is not so much a place, but it 
is, for lack of better terms, that place where God is in His glory. Thus the greatest blessing of 
heaven is that which makes it heaven, or rather, He who makes it heaven, it is being in the 
presence of our God. “Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, 
and they will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God.”xvii  
 
This seeing God, living in His visible presence, is called the beatific vision and it has been 
understood by Christians from early on as the most noble and magnificent of all the blessings of 
glory, truly it is the blessing from which all the others find both their source and fulfillment. God 
is both eternal and infinite and so both can and will open up ever-new holy works, joys, and 
adventures. The possibility of boredom is blown away by the presence of God! 
 
Fellow believers, this eternal life is the salvation that Christ Jesus has purchased for you with His 
blood. He, God in the flesh, has died that you, who are flesh and blood, may live forever with 
Him in everlasting glory in the new heavens and earth. So think rightly, dear Christians. This life 
is important, as we noted, but it is not the end, but the preparation for the End. So live here and 
now accordingly, which includes enduring trials and bearing your cross, that is, suffering 
because you are a faithful Christian. Yet, though it is painful, do not despair. Instead, recognize 
that even though it seems that evil is triumphing and that your suffering is meaningless, be filled 
with the certainty that the sufferings of this present time are now worth comparing with the glory 
that is to be revealed to you.xviii Revealed to you in the beatific vision of God’s presence in the 
life of the world to come. God bring us safely there. Amen! 
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i Mark 12:31. All quotes are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii Galatians 5:6. 
iii E.g. Ephesians 5:22-6:9. Verses like these were used by Martin Luther for Section 3 of his Small Catechism, Table 
of Duties. 
iv Cf. Ecclesiastes 3:12-13; 1 Corinthians 10:31. 
v The dominion mandate is recorded in Genesis 1:26b, 28. 
vi One excellent resource is How Christianity Changed the World by Alvin J. Schmidt. This book is available 
through Concordia Publishing House. 
vii Hebrews 9:27. 
viii 2 Peter 3:7, 10. 
ix Revelation 6:7-8; Romans 6:23. 
x Philippians 1:21, 23b. 
xi 2 Peter 3:13. 
xii Revelation 21:1. 
xiii 1 Corinthians 15:19. 
xiv Nicene Creed. Apostles’ Creed concludes similarly with “I believe in the…resurrection of the body and the life 
everlasting.” 
xv Revelation 21:4. 
xvi 1 Corinthians 15:44. 
xvii Revelation 21:3. 
xviii Romans 8:18. 


