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The Crucial Hours 
 

Opening Hymn 889 Before the Ending of the Day 
 
Stand 
P:  O Lord, open my lips. 
C:  And my mouth shall declare your praise. 
 

P:  Hasten to save me, O God. 
C:  O Lord, come quickly to help me. 
 

P:  The Lord be with you. 
C:  And also with you. 
 
P:  Let us pray.  
 Lord God, you have brought us safely to this hour of evening prayer. 

We thank you for providing all that we need for body and life. Bless 
us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our 
hearts. Dispel our sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive 
our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our living  

      Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C:  Amen. 
 
Psalm 85 

1L , you were favorable to your land; 
 you restored the fortunes of Jacob. 
2You forgave the iniquity of your people; 
 you covered all their sin. 
 
3You withdrew all your wrath; 
 you turned from your hot anger. 
4Restore us again, O God of our salvation, 
 and put away your indignation toward us! 
 
5Will you be angry with us forever? 
 Will you prolong your anger to all generations? 
6Will you not revive us again, 
 that your people may rejoice in you? 
 
 



7Show us your steadfast love, O L , 
 and grant us your salvation. 
8Let me hear what God the L  will speak, 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; 
 but let them not turn back to folly. 
 
9Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
 that glory may dwell in our land. 
10Steadfast love and faithfulness meet; 
 righteousness and peace kiss each other. 
 
11Faithfulness springs up from the ground, 
 and righteousness looks down from the sky. 
12Yes, the L  will give what is good, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
 
13Righteousness will go before him 
 and make his footsteps a way. 
 

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;  
    as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world  
    without end. Amen. 

 
Psalm Prayer 
P: God of love and faithfulness, you have showed favor to your people 

by sending your one and only Son to be our Savior. Help us to trust 
in him as our gracious Redeemer and so enjoy the peace he came to 
bring, who lives and rules with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
 
The Passion of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
 V. Calvary 
 
Office Hymn 452 O Perfect Life of Love 
 
Sermon 
 Text: Luke 23:13-16 
 Title: “A Part for the Whole?” 
 
Presentation of the Offering 
 
Prayer 
P: ...O Jesus; all praise to your name. 
C: Amen. 
 
 

Continued on next page. 

Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Prayer 
P:  Abide with us, Lord, for it is evening and the day is almost over.   
     Abide with us and with your whole Church. Abide with us in the  
     evening of the day, in the evening of life, in the evening of the world.   
     Abide with us in your grace and goodness, in your holy Word and  
     sacrament, in your comfort and blessing. Abide with us when we are  
     overcome by the night of sorrow and fear, by the night of doubt and  
     affliction, by the night of bitter death. Abide with us and with all your  
     people in time and in eternity.  
C: Amen.  
 
Blessing 
P: The Lord bless you, defend you from all evil, and bring you to  
     everlasting life.  
C: Amen.  
 
Hymn to Depart 531 Hail, Thou Once Despised Jesus 
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