


St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
May 8, 2022                                      Fourth Sunday of Easter 
*********************************************************** 

Service of Prayer and Preaching (Lutheran Service Book, p. 260) 
 

Hymn of Invocation 477 Alleluia, Alleluia! Hearts to Heaven 
 
Opening Versicles (Common, p. 260) 
 
Psalm 23                             (in place of Old Testament Canticle) 
 

1The Lord is my shepherd; 
 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 
 He leads me beside still waters. 
 
3He restores my soul. 
 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 
4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of  
    death, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 
 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 
 

5You prepare a table before me  
    in the presence of my enemies; 
 you anoint my head with oil; 
 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of  
 my life, and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord  
 forever.  
 

       Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
  and to the Holy Spirit; 
 as it was in the beginning, 
  is now, and will be forever. Amen.  

 
Readings (on back of bulletin) 
 
Responsory (Common, p. 263) 
 
Catechism (p. 264) 
    Ten Commandments 
 
    The Apostles’ Creed 
 
    Lord’s Prayer  
 

Holy Baptism - First 
What is Baptism? 
Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in 
God’s command and combined with God’s word. 
 

Which is that word of God? 
Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: 
“Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19)     

 
Sermon 
 
Office Hymn 709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is  
 
Presentation of the Offering 
 
Prayer of the Church 

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy,     
C hear our prayer.  
The prayer concludes:  
P … one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

 
Collect of the Day (p. 265) 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened 
from death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy 
Spirit that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may 
know Him who calls us each by name and follow where He 
leads; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever.      

 C    Amen.  
 
Collect for the Word 
 
Morning Prayer (p. 266) 
 
Blessing (p. 267) 
 
Hymn to Depart 644 The Church’s One Foundation 
Silent Prayer 



ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

 
Rev. Timothy Nerud                   Pastor 
 309-949-2516 (Office), 612-940-8138 (Cell), 309-949-2517 (Home) 
   
Elder:  Carl Freeman 
 
Organist: Corinne Luckinbill 
 
Greeter: Janet Bertsos 
 
Ushers:   
 
Videographers:  Joel Werling or Heidi Nerud 
 
Today’s Readings:      First Reading: Acts 20:17-35 
   Epistle: Revelation 7:9-17 
   Gospel: John 10:22-30 
 

WE PRAY: Mighty Jesus, gentle Shepherd, who has called us to follow You, 
lead us through the weal and woe of this world to the splendor of the world to 
come; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over 
us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE, a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours   (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
            (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
            (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
                    (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 

STREAM SERVICES https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and on 
the website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org.  

 
 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—17    Adult Bible Class—14       Worship—56 

 
OFFERING 

Offering last Sunday               $3,760.00 
Weekly 2022 Budget income needed            $4,084.71 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT ST JOHN’S 
Today   8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship 
      HAPPY MOTHERS’ DAY 
Tuesday  6:00 pm Council meeting 
Wednesday  5:00 pm Confirmation 
Next Sunday              8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
        
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Psalms 122:1 
 
JOHN 10:27 – “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow 
me.” On their own sheep are in great danger. They need a shepherd to guide 
them. The sheep know the Shepherd’s voice, and we delight to go where He 
leads. Of course, the world, the devil, and our own sinful flesh want to pull us in 
another direction. Namely, they want to pull us in the direction of death. But 
following the Shepherd means life. So, no matter how difficult the path is, let us 
follow the Shepherd! 
 
NEW ATTENDANCE PADS are at the end of each pew. Each family 
(members and guests) should sign using only ONE box per household, naming 
all family members present in the one box. EVERYONE needs to indicate their 
intention to receive Holy Communion. Return pad to the right end of your pew. 
Thanks for your help with this. 
 
COUNCIL MEMBERS are asked to meet this Tuesday at 6 pm in the Ceme-
tery. We will walk the area to get a feel for what is currently here and what is 
available for the future. This will then be discussed in the meeting under ‘Old 
Business’.  
 
CALLING ST. JOHN’S YOUTH grades 7th—12th. Please join us on the third 
Sundays of the month for Youth Group. Our first meeting will be May 15th af-
ter the worship service. We will have a meal, devotion and fellowship. For more 
information contact Sandy Rahn, 390-716-8621 or rahnsandra@yahoo.com. 
 
VBS SCHEDULED FOR JUNE 5-9 (Sunday—Thursday)—Light suppers 
will be served at 5:30 pm each night with the VBS program beginning at 6 pm. 
This year’s theme is ‘Tree of Life: God’s Promise of Salvation’, Volunteers are 
needed each session. Contact Sandy Rahn or Barb Miller to volunteer your help 
and/or register your child/children and guests. 
 



BRING US YOUR SHOES! Concordia Lutheran Church in Geneseo is raising 
funds for a Classical Lutheran school and is participating in fundraiser where 
there is nothing to buy or sell. All that is needed is your support and your old 
shoes. We are asking that members in churches in the Rock Island Circuit help 
support the school by collecting gently worn, used, and new shoes and bringing 
them to the shoe collection box placed at your church. Start in your family’s 
closets and gather pairs of shoes that are out grown, out of style, or out of sea-
son—any size or type of shoe: work boots, high heels, children’s shoes, athletic 
shoes, even flip flops. You can help even more by challenging yourself to col-
lect 25 pairs of shoes, and then challenging your friends and family to do the 
same. At the end of the collection period, the shoes will be picked up and sent 
to developing countries to create job opportunities. Shoe drive fundraisers pro-
vide inventory to 4,000 micro-entrepreneurs who sell the shoes to support their 
families. Thank you for your help. 
 
WILL YOU HELP? The Elders’ are looking for someone to be the ‘Head Ush-
er’. This person would secure ushers for each month (four ushers would serve a 
month at a time). We sincerely miss the work of Jim Dahl who served in this 
position for many, many years.  
 We also need several people who would be willing to use their singing 
abilities during the serving of Holy Communion.  
 Please contact the Office for more information on either job.  
 
PREGNANCY RESOURCES’ANNUAL BABY BOTTLE CAMPAIGN is 
going now through Fathers’ Day. Grab a baby bottle (sign the sheet with the # 
of bottles you take) and fill with coins, paper money or a check (make checks 
out to Pregnancy Resources). Return the bottle anytime before June 19th (please 
date when you returned your bottle). Easy Peasy!! 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS—The 2022 Flower Chart is now on the bulletin board 
next to the restrooms. Cost for weekly flowers are $30 for two arrangements. 
We greatly appreciate those who help with  providing flowers for Sunday wor-
ship services. Please sign up for a Sunday. 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Remember God’s work through missionaries on home service as you pray: 

MISSION—Pray for the LCMS missionary families who will be on home ser-
vice. Ask the Lord to keep them safe during their travels. 
 
ST JOHN’S—Ms. Elizabeth Hock—We offer before You our common re-
quest for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so 
guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and the righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Eliza-
beth and ask Your blessings upon her 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Linda Aper  Betty Firch  Jim Rahn 

Elizabeth Bjork  Arlyn Helke  Drew Schillinger 
Jim Dahl  Lynne Johnson  Carolyn Werner 
Lois Esterlein  John Neumann  Marilyn Woods 
Don Eggers ( son of friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Jodi Martin (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon/Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St. John Laborer for Christ) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Rev. Justin Kane (son of Sandra Kane) 
Bill Erdman (brother of Bob Erdman) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy/Richard Davila (daughter/son-in-law of Linda Aper) 
Luke/Nicole Thompson (son/daughter-in-law of John/Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr/Mrs Paul Flynn) 
Zachary/Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Remember, it is your INDISPENSABLE hands that gather up all the coins 
from baby bottles, the diapers from diaper drives, and the layettes and baby 
clothes that keep pregnancy resource center shelves stocked and able to provide 
much needed support for a pregnant mother and father to choose life!” Jeff Dun-
can, Lutherans For Life – A Life Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransfor-
life.org 
 
COUNCIL BOARD MEMBERS NEEDED—We still need someone willing 
to serve the three year term as a Trustee and also need someone to fill the Board 
of Education head position for the remaining of this year. 
 
SAVE the DATE for TRIVIA NIGHT at Immanuel Lutheran Church (To 
Benefit the Immanuel Youth), Saturday, May 14th beginning at 7 pm. (doors 
open @ 6 pm). This will be a night of fun with trivia and a silent auction. Ta-
bles are $80 each (8 seats per table). More details to come! Questions can be 
directed to Helen Vogel @ 309-781-9627. 
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Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May 8, 2022 
Text: John 10:22-30 (Gospel Reading) 
Other Texts: Acts 20:17-35 (First Reading); Revelation 7:9-17 (Epistle)  
 

“Hearing and Following the Good Shepherd” 
 

Dear fellow redeemed, in today’s Gospel, Jesus has returned to Jerusalem, this time for the Feast 
of Dedication, what we know as Hanukah. St. John records that it was winter, and as we know 
Hanukah is celebrated in December, so it is December of 32 AD and the last time Jesus will be in 
Jerusalem until He enters again on Palm Sunday to begin His Passion. Historically, the 
celebration of Hanukah commemorates the freeing of Jerusalem and, specifically, the dedication 
of the temple by Judas Maccabaeus in 164 BC after the Syrian-Greek king Antiochus IVi had 
desecrated it. And so at this festival that combined both religious and political aspirations, which 
reminded them of a glorious past deliverance and the hope of a future one, the crowd came to 
Jesus asking Him, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us 
plainly.”ii  
 
Isn’t it wonderful to have here sincere seekers of religious truth who want to know who Jesus is? 
If only such was the case! But we find that their hearts were as cold as the winter air, proven by 
Jesus’ reply, “I told you, and you do not believe. The works that I do in my Father’s name bear 
witness about me.”iii It is of course true that Jesus did not ever say to the Jews that He was the 
Christ with those exact words, though He did say that to the Samaritan woman.iv This was due to 
their erring, mostly political understanding of the Messiah. However, His teaching and His 
claims of being sent by the Father, both substantiated by the most amazing miracles, by these He 
had plainly told them. So the problem was not with Jesus, but with them as Jesus indicates, “But 
you do not believe me because you are not part of my flock.”v 
 
To this day there are those who claim to be honest seekers of the truth, who say they want to 
know about Jesus. But many, like the Jews in today’s Gospel, for their own reasons ignore, side-
step, and bypass His own words and ways. Though they hear His Words of divine wisdom, love, 
and authority, of His glorious miracles that hint at the full glorious salvation of the resurrection 
at His return, they refuse to believe them. They claim to believe in such things is irrational. Yet 
the historical evidence for Jesus’ life, death, and His resurrection, along with the reliability of the 
Biblical text, actually makes doubting these events the irrational decision. But unbelief in Christ 
and Scripture has never been shown to be anything other than the epitome of unreasonableness, 
foolishness, absurdity, for it is the mental blindness brought about by the god of this world who 
leads the foolish to be believe themselves to be wise.vi Just one more reason that eternal 
condemnation is the just and righteous judgment on unbelief. 
 
“My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me.”vii And so we see the contrast 
between those who are not sheep of the Good Shepherd because they refuse to believe in Jesus as 
such, and those who have had their hearts and minds enlightened by the Holy Spirit through the 
gift of faith. But Spirit-wrought saving faith is not the warm and fuzzy, but rather nebulous and 
hazy thing that too often seems to pass for faith, but is very concrete and objective.  
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Faith is not vague God-talk, but is Triune God talk and incarnate Son Christ Jesus talk. Faith is 
not some indistinct feeling that “God is love” but knows no more, but is the heartfelt confession 
of that love of God that motivated the Father to send His Son into this the world, conceived by 
the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary, to horribly suffer and brutally die under Pontius 
Pilate for mankind’s sin and so redeem us by His blood. Thus faith is not based upon any old 
Jesus-talk, but, as St. Paul said, it is believing the Gospel Word of Christ crucified.viii Christian 
faith is trusting fully in the Good Shepherd who laid down His life for His sheep that they might 
not perish, but have eternal life with Him, their risen God and Savior.ix 
 
Yes, faith comes from hearing the Shepherd’s voice. But His voice does not come from our 
hearts and feelings, our reason and thinking, nor our gut reactions and intuitions, but it sounds 
forth from His Word of Law and Gospel within His Church where that Word is read, preached, 
taught, and sung. It is where His faithful undershepherds speak not their own ideas, but His pure 
Word, so that while the audible voice is that of some mere man, it is none other than the Good 
Shepherd Himself who is actually speaking through that voice. To His sheep, hearing their 
Shepherd’s voice in Word and Sacrament is the most pleasing one they could ever here, one they 
run to because His voice speaks forgiveness of sins and life now and forever. Even His warnings 
are heard as those of the tenderest care-giver whose sole desire is to protect the ones He loves. 
This is why sheep gladly come to worship. This is why those who choose not to do so show that 
they do not delight in the Shepherd’s voice; don’t want to hear Him speak.  
 
Again, faith is given further definition, as not only hearing the voice of the Good Shepherd, but 
following Him. Of course this first and foremost means not merely hearing with our external 
ears, but hearing His Word with hearts and minds that believe and trust in Him who speaks. Yet, 
faith is proven sincere and alive by its fruit. So the sheep readily follow the Shepherd where He 
leads, which is away from the dangers of sin where Satan prowls like a ravenous wolf, a hungry 
lion. Instead He leads His sheep on the paths of righteousness. His perfect righteousness received 
by faith by hearing His Word, which then creates a new life of righteousness worked within us 
by His Holy Spirit. A life by which we sheep respond in love for our Good Shepherd by keeping 
His commandments and loving one another.  
 
Too many, in imitation of these Jews of old, want Jesus to be a Messiah who brings earthly 
benefits, so they gather around teachers who preach a Christ who will make them happy, healthy, 
and wealthy in this life, who will help them have their best life now by solving their various 
personal, relational, and financial troubles. But such is as carnal, lowly, earthly, misguided, and 
just plain wrong as was the desire for a restoration of the earthly kingdom of Israel. Jesus makes 
clear the spiritual realities by saying, “I give them eternal life.”x For the earthly-minded such is 
too otherworldly, being neither “real” nor “practical” enough, or whatever. Yet by such they 
prove their own short-sightedness for they desire so little. For in their desire for a “practical 
religion for real life,” they lose both that which gives true practical guidance and purpose to this 
life and, more, they lose the ultimate reality of eternal life! 
 
For Christ will usher in a kingdom for His people where all evil is destroyed, all enemies, both 
demonic spirits and unbelievers, are fully defeated, cast into the eternal dungeon of the outer 
darkness, even as the sinful nature within will finally be utterly purged. In His kingdom all the 
poverty, illness, suffering, yes, death itself, will be gone forever, replaced by eternal peace, joy, 
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holy work, and adventures beyond imagination in the visible presence of God and all the elect 
angels and saints. That is the “real life” for which we have been redeemed! 
 
Truly, there is nothing for which we would give up this reality. But the devil keeps tempting. The 
world (both unbelievers and those who would give us a more “practical, real-life” Jesus) keeps 
deceiving. And our own sinful nature keeps being all too willing to listen to the garbage it hears. 
All these would lead us to lose our Savior and His salvation. And if we were required to stay in 
this faith, to keep following our Good Shepherd under our own power, we would be doomed, 
taken away from Him and lost from the eternal life He gives. But we are not alone! 
 

“No one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, 
is greater than all, and no one is able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. I 
and the Father are one.”xi 
 

Our Shepherd has nothing less than the most intimate relationship with each one of us, His sheep 
whom He bought by His sacrifice for us, calling each of us by name at our Baptism. And because 
He is the Christ, the Son of God, this close relationship is an eternal one. We are secure because 
we are secure in Jesus’ hands which still bear the scars of the nails that He endured to save us. 
We are secure because we are in the hands of the Almighty Father, maker of heaven and earth, 
the very one who has in His grace given us to Christ Jesus by drawing us to Him through the 
Spirit-filled Word of the Gospel. We are secure because the Father and the Son are one in 
divinity, yet not one in person, as the plural word are declares. So the Father and the Son, along 
with the Holy Spirit, are coequal in the divine essence. And this one true Triune God exercises 
His power in grace and mercy for each of us until we dwell in His house forever.xii  
 
Dear Christians, consider these great truths: the triune nature of God, the full deity and full 
humanity of His Son, Christ Jesus, and the certainty of your salvation because you are in His 
hand. You need not fear or tremble, wondering if you are saved, wondering if at some point 
down the road you will suddenly be lost in a moment of weakness. For God has no weakness! 
 
Of course, this is not absolute in the sense that we can turn away from following our Good 
Shepherd, willingly follow the path of sin, and still be saved. While nothing can snatch us from 
God’s hand, we can, through such willful resistance, remove ourselves from His hand. He won’t 
force us to stay. Confidence in salvation is not complacency in our Christian faith or life.  
 
So then, that we would not become complacent, so that our heart would never turn away from 
Him, let us be sure to be where we hear the voice of the Shepherd: in the green pastures of His 
Word, living daily in the still waters of our Baptism, eating His body at the table He sets before 
us and drinking His blood from the overflowing cup.xiii For there we hear His voice, are forgiven 
all our sins, and are renewed, both guided and empowered to follow Him, remaining in faith, 
hope, and love until He brings us into the eternal fields of heaven. 
 
Dearest Shepherd of our souls, bring us safely there. Amen!    
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i Self-titled Epiphanes, “god-manifest” 
ii John 10:24. Scripture quotes are from The Holy Bible English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii John 10:25. 
iv John 4:25-26. 
v John 10:26. 
vi 2 Corinthians 4:4. 
vii John 10:27. 
viii 1 Corinthians 1:23; see also Romans 1:16; 10:17.  
ix Cf. John 10:15. 
x John 10:28a. 
xi John 10:28b-30. 
xii Psalm 23:6. Psalm 23 is the appointed Psalm for this Sunday. 
xiii Imagery from Psalm 23. 


