


St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
January 29, 2023            Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
*********************************************************** 

Divine Service Setting Four (Lutheran Service Book, p. 203) 
 

Hymn of Invocation 873 Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies 
 
Invocation and Versicles (p. 203) 
 
Introit                                                         Psalm 1:1–5; antiphon: v. 6  

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
Blessèd is the man who walks not in the counsel of the wicked, 
 nor stands in the way of sinners, nor sits in the seat of  
   scoffers; 
 

but his delight is in the law of the Lord, 
 and on his law he meditates day and night. 
He is like a tree planted by streams of water that yields its  
   fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither. In all that he  
   does, he prospers. 
 

The wicked are not so, 
 but are like chaff that the wind drives away. 
Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, 
 nor sinners in the congregation of the righteous. 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

For the Lord knows the way of the righteous, 
 but the way of the wicked will perish. 
 

The Kyrie (p. 204) 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day (p. 205) 

P Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many 
dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant 
strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry 
us through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.   

C Amen.  

 
Readings (on back of bulletin) 
 
Gradual                            Psalm 117:1–2a; 96:8  

Praise the L , all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 
For great is his steadfast love toward us, 
 and the faithfulness of the L  endures forever. 
Ascribe to the L  the glory due his name; 
 bring an offering, and come into his courts!  

 
Alleluia and Verse (p. 205) 
 
Apostles’ Creed (p. 207) 
 
Hymn of the Day 395 O Morning Star, How Fair and Bright 
 
Sermon 
 
Prayer of the Church 

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy,     
C hear our prayer.  
The prayers conclude:  
P ...one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
Presentation of the Offering 
 
Service of the Sacrament (p. 208) 
(Please see the Communion statement in the pew pads for receiving the 
Sacrament at St. John’s.) 
 
Distribution Hymns 
 932 Jesus Sat with His Disciples 
 403 O Savior of Our Fallen Race (sts. 1-5, 7)   
 687 Thine Forever, God of Love  
 
Nunc Dimittis (p. 211) 
 
Hymn to Depart 842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 
****************************************************************************** 
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churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

 
Rev. Timothy Nerud                   Pastor 
 309-949-2516 (Office), 612-940-8138 (Cell), 309-949-2517 (Home) 
   
Elder:  Carl Freeman   
 
Organist: Corinne Luckinbill 
 
Greeter: Janet Bertsos 
 
Videographers:  Joel Werling, Nicole Nerud, or Heidi Nerud 
 
Today’s Readings:   Old Testament Reading: Micah 6:1-8 
         Epistle: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 
         Holy Gospel: Matthew 5:1-12 
 
WE PRAY: Heavenly Father, for whom Jesus is spokesman, by the power of 
the Spirit in us change our hearts that we may be humble, merciful, pure in 
heart, pursuing righteousness and peace, as Jesus, Your Word, enjoined us once 
on a mountainside; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You and 
the Holy Spirit are one Lord with dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE, a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours   (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
            (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
            (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
                    (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

. 
STREAM SERVICES https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and on 
the website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org.  

 
All bulletin announcements need to be in the Office by Wednesday mornings. 

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—10   Adult Bible Class—13     Worship—47 

 
OFFERING 

Offering last Sunday               $2,580.00 
Weekly income needed per 2023 Budget            $4,212.60 

 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT ST JOHN’S 

Today               8:45 am  SS/ Adult & Youth Bible Study 
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
Wednesday  5:00 pm Confirmation class 
Thursday   6:00 pm Elders’ meeting 
   7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Next Sunday              8:45 am  SS/ Adult & Youth Bible Study 
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
      
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Psalms 122:1 
 
1 CORINTHIANS 1:18 – “Where is the one who is wise? Where is the 
scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wis-
dom of the world?” God’s ways are certainly not the world’s ways, including 
the way God tells us to manage the resources He’s given to us. The world says, 
“hold on, hold back and gather up.” Jesus says to store up treasure in heaven 
where moth and rust do not destroy and where no thief breaks in to steal. Whose 
way do you think is best? What is wiser: the wisdom of the financial gurus or 
the foolishness of God? 
 
ATTENDANCE PADS are at the end of each pew. Each family (members and 
guests) should sign using only ONE box per household, naming all family 
members present in the one box. EVERYONE needs to indicate their intention 
to receive Holy Communion on a Communion Sunday. Return pad to the right 
end of your pew. Thanks for your help with this. 
 
DOLLARS FOR MISSION—One dollar each week to be added to the many 
other dollars given, multiplying a small gift into a might amount. Your gift will 
spread the Gospel far and wide. Thank you for your gift. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS—The new flower chart is on the bulletin board. Please 
consider providing flowers for a Sunday. Sign the chart and put your money in a 
yellow envelope. The rest will be done for you. Thank you. 
 
CHRISTIAN LIVING—Matthew 5:1-12: When someone asks you, “How are 
you today?” How do you respond?  So often we instinctively quip, “fine, okay, 
good as can be expected.”  But those responses do not elicit much of a reaction.  
Today’s Gospel, the grace of God and the power of the Cross give us the oppor-
tunity to joyfully respond to that question with a bold, “Blessed!”  “I am blessed 
in Christ!”  We have the right and the privilege to boast in the Lord and the 
blessedness found only in Him.  Why not make manifest the blessedness that is 



found in Jesus - and let that response be your sharing of the Good News that is 
found in you and through you only because of Christ! 
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
Give thanks as you pray: 

MISSION—Pray with thanksgiving that God has called and equipped us to 
join in His mission to seek and save the lost. Ask God to give you courage to be 
His witness in your daily life. 
 
ST JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Rod Miller—We offer before You our common 
request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be 
so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and the righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Rod 
and Theresa and ask Your blessings upon them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Elizabeth Bjork  Betty Firch  Jessica Johnson 
Paula Chapa  Arlyn Helke  Drew Schillinger       
Jim Dahl  Lynne Johnson  Marilyn Woods 
Lois Esterlein   
Anthony/Sami Sedotto (2022/2023 Adopted seminary student)  
Andrew/Sarah Hill & family (2022/23 seminary student) 
Don Eggers ( son of friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon/Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St. John Laborer for Christ) 
Rev. Justin Kane (son of Sandra Kane) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Susan Mayden (sister of Michele Barry) 
Russ Klavon (brother of Carolyn Werner) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy/Richard Davila (daughter/son-in-law of Linda Aper) 
Luke/Nicole Thompson (son/daughter-in-law of John/Kindra Thompson) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr/Mrs Paul Flynn) 
Zachary/Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Pre-born babies are patients who deserve the rights and protections applicable 
to children and adults.” Dr. William Lile, Pensacola, Florida – A Life Quote 
from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org  
   
NOW OPEN, SWADDLING CLOTHES @ Concordia Lutheran Church, Gen-
eseo. This is a mission of Concordia, created as a place for moms and moms-to-
be find some help gathering all the items needed for a new bundle of joy. (We 

are also here to help dads, custodial grandparents, and foster parents). Our free 
shopping room is open every 2nd Thursday from 4-7 pm and every 4th Saturday 
from 9 am-noon. Tell anyone who maybe in need of this help. Concordia is at 
316 S. Oakwood Ave, Geneseo. For more information call, 309-944-3993 or 
visit www.swaddlingclothes.org. 
 
CAMP CILCA is already planning for next season’s summer camps. Early 
Bird registration is underway. Brochures are in the mailbox of families with 
children. Additional brochures can be found on the counter between the mail-
boxes. Scholarships are available from both St. John’s and Camp CILCA. 
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The Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany 
January 29, 2023 
Text: Micah 6:1-8 (Old Testament) 
Other Texts: 1 Corinthians 1:18-31 (Epistle); Matthew 5:1-12 (Gospel Reading) 
 

“Remember God’s Acts” 
 
Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father through faith in our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ.  
 

Hear what the LORD says: Arise, plead your case before the mountains, and let the 
hills hear your voice. Hear, you mountains, the indictment of the LORD, and you 
enduring foundations of the earth.1 
 

Contextually, right before these words which begin our Old Testament Reading Yahweh,2 the 
God of Israel, declared in no uncertain terms, “And in anger and wrath I will execute vengeance 
on the nations that did not obey.”3 So when the mountains and the foundations of the earth are 
called to bear witness to the Lord’s indictment, the listener is waiting to hear more detail about 
God’s wrath upon the unbelieving nations, a wrath, by the way, that is certainly revealed to be 
true in both of Scripture’s Testaments.4 So then what a shock it is to hear, “for the LORD has an 
indictment against his people, and he will contend with Israel. ‘O my people, what have I done 
to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me!’”5  
 
The issue? The people of Israel, God’s own people, have been complaining about Him! And so 
His incredible grace is once again made manifest when, despite them, He still refers to them as 
His people and is willing to dialogue with them. Certainly this is an encouragement to us to bring 
our requests, our troubles, even our complaints to God in prayer as we witness how He is slow to 
anger and abounding in love, proven by His willingness to speak with His disgruntled, 
complaining people who are turning away from Him! Yet, that precious truth does not change 
the fact that He expects something different from His people than false complaints against Him. 
 
It is true that the people of Israel and Judah were in a rough time. Politically they are in the 
shadow of the mighty Assyrian Empire. A shadow that had begun to creep over the land. A 
shadow that was so dark it would soon lead to the destruction of the Israel and a great humbling 
of Judah. Yet, as mentioned last week, Assyria’s war machine was on the move because of the 
people’s rebellion against the Lord, His enacting a covenantal curse upon their unfaithfulness.6 
And that shows that the deeper issue is the dark shadow of sin that has creeped into the souls of 
God’s people; sin that is not being identified, confessed, and fought against, but instead justified, 
defended, and indulged in. And while the external expressions were obviously evil, they flowed 
forth from the hearts of the people. Hearts that were wearied at having to serve their God. 
 
Sadly if we’re honest, we can at times, even if just within our thoughts, feel a bit wearied in 
serving the Lord as well, can’t we? Perhaps it’s frustration over the hardships we face or the 
general disappointments in our lives. Maybe it deals with our prayers seemingly not being 
answered (at least in the way we wanted). Possibly it is a bit of resentment that we are expected 
to give to the church some of our hard-earned money and already too-limited time. Or might it 
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just be tiredness with the “daily grind” of life; our vocations at home, the workplace, or 
wherever, feeling to be more a drudgery than anything noble, appearing of little value.  
 
Perhaps it is the seeming meaningless of it all when it appears that the unbelievers get away with 
their unbelief and sins, even advance in this world, while we who try to do what is right in the 
eyes of the Lord must struggle and still do not advance, even at times suffering at the hands of 
the wicked.7 Maybe we have come to think that the only times we seem to advance in this life or 
get what we want is when we put our faith in the backseat and follow the ways of the world. Any 
and all of these, perhaps others, can make us feel wearied in serving the Lord. And being wearied 
of Him, we ignore Him and His Word as much as possible, going through the religious externals 
only when necessary. And as we have learned, especially after Covid, more and more people are 
finding such to be necessary very seldom, if at all. 
 
Of course, we should recognize that we are not to serve the Lord just for benefits, whether many 
or few. After all, God is the potter and we are the clay as Scripture teaches.8 We were made to 
glorify Him, not the other way around. We may not like this, but we may as well not like that the 
sky is blue and the grass is green. And while it is increasingly popular these days to deny reality, 
our beating our heads upon the iron wall of truth is actually the greatest act of wearisomeness, 
for it will never accomplish anything. Yet, dear Christians, it reveals the gracious nature of our 
Creator that He actually condescends to speak with us who are wearied by Him. And so He asks 
us the same questions that He asked our forefathers in the faith, “O my people, what have I done 
to you? How have I wearied you? Answer me!”9 And interestingly, in this case the Lord 
responds to Israel’s’ complaining of “wearisome toil in His service” by reminding them of His 
absolute faithfulness to His promises to them in the past.  
 

“For I brought you up from the land of Egypt and redeemed you from the house 
of slavery, and I sent before you Moses, Aaron, and Miriam. O my people, 
remember what Balak king of Moab devised, and what Balaam the son of Beor 
answered him, and what happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you may know the 
saving acts of the LORD.”10 
 

He reminds them of how He rescued them from slavery in Egypt, sending them faithful servants 
who would lead them, protecting them from enemies who opposed them, even forcing an 
occultist to speak blessings upon them instead of the curses he was paid to speak, and finally 
bringing them into the Promised Land. The people had forgotten these great acts of deliverance 
in their past. Not so much intellectually forgotten, though it is likely that the increasing 
wearisomeness of serving the Lord brought about a decreasing interest in hearing and learning 
His Word. But these events were especially forgotten emotionally, spiritually. They did not 
remember, that is, they no longer believed in the relevance of God’s past acts for their present 
lives. So He reminds them of His past actions in order to show them how they are still receiving 
the benefits of them, both earthly and spiritual, freed from slavery, freed to worship Him.  
 
The Israelites wanted to know how great their sacrifices needed to be in order to come before 
God on high. And so they ask, “Shall I come before him with burnt offerings, with calves a year 
old? Will the LORD be pleased with thousands of rams, with ten thousands of rivers of oil? Shall 
I give my firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of my body for the sin of my soul?”11 While it 
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is possible that they asked this with some repentance, acknowledging what God had done for 
them in the past and thereby confessing their sin of being wearied, they still failed to understand 
their saving God. Instead of seeing the sacrifices as evidence of God’s grace, His providing a 
substitute in their place under His wrath over their sin, they saw them as their work to get back 
into God’s good graces and earn His favor. No wonder they spoke of such ridiculous amounts in 
their offerings. No wonder they wondered if even sacrificing their own child would be enough. 
And of course, no such sacrifices would, or could, be enough. For God cannot be bought off by 
any act or gift of man. So are we wiser than our forefathers? 
 
We claim we are wearied by our serving the Lord and so complain against Him. We might even 
blame Him for our difficulties. It’s easy to do these because sin is always the easy path. In 
response to our complaints, the Lord would remind us too of His past actions for us as well. He 
reminds us that He created the world upon which we live, and that by His providence He 
continues to serve us, providing us with our daily bread, which Dr. Martin Luther reminds us 
includes not merely food and drink, but everything that has to do with supporting our body and 
earthly life.12 He reminds us that He continues to do such for us even when we are not so 
thankful to Him for such, even when we become wearied in serving Him.  
 
The Lord reminds us that He has rescued us as well, not from an earthly tyrant, but from the 
hellish one. While our sacrifices cannot appease Him, not even the sacrifice of our children, as 
God finds such to be an abomination, yet the Father gives His firstborn, His only-begotten Son 
unto death, the one sacrifice that does appease His wrath, that does forgive sins and so reconciles 
Him to us all. This event, the crucifixion of the Lord Jesus Christ, which believers under the old 
covenant longed for in faith, is a past event to us, but we continue to receive its blessings every 
day. For every day we receive and enjoy the blessings that the crucified and risen Lord has won 
for us: the forgiveness of the sins we still commit, the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirt, His 
Word, Baptism, the Lord’s Supper, the ministry of the Word, the fellowship of believers, the 
protection of the holy angels, the hearing of our prayers with the promise that they are always 
answered in the way that is best for us in view of eternity, and the hope of that eternity in glory. 
 
We remember our Lord’s acts for us, in creation, and especially in redemption and sanctification, 
and our complaints are turned to repentant confession, our faith is rekindled, and the joy of His 
salvation is renewed in us again.13 And so filled with a deep joy in our soul that the devil cannot 
take away, the deep joy given us by the faithful remembrance of our salvation now and forever, 
the weariness leaves our spirit and we bear the fruit of faith and love in our lives which Micah 
proclaims.14 Yes, as those who remember in faith God’s saving acts, we too desire our life to 
reflect the true religion, which entails both tables of the Law. We humbly walk before God in 
sincere repentance and faith. Walking not in weariness, but in new found energy in which we 
both delight in doing justice and love being kind to others, first our fellow believers, but also to 
those who do not currently believe. We live the life of the Beatitudes, recognizing that they 
reflect the truly the blessed life into which our God has already brought us, even as we await the 
fullness that yet awaits us.15 
 
May God grant us such true remembrance and may it be reflected it in our lives. Amen!    
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1 Micah 6:1-2a. All quotes are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
2 A form of the Hebrew where God names Himself as “I AM.” So Yahweh, a third person form, could be translated 
as “HE IS.” It is the convention in most English Bibles to translate Yahweh as “the LORD.” 
3 Micah 5:15. 
4 I.e. both the Old and New Testaments. 
5 Micah 6:2b-3. 
6 See Leviticus 26:14ff. 
7 Cf. Psalm 73. 
8 Isaiah 64:8; Romans 9:20-21. 
9 The Reproaches found in the Good Friday service are based, in part, upon this text. 
10 Micah 6:4-5. 
11 Micah 6:6b-7. 
12 Small Catechism, Fourth Petition of the Lord’s Prayer. 
13 Psalm 51:12. 
14 See Micah 6:8. 
15 Matthew 5:1-12 



Fourth Sunday after the Epiphany (A) 
29 January 2023 
 
Collect of the Day 
Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many dangers that in our frailty we cannot 
stand upright. Grant strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us through all 
temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
 
Prayer of the Church—Responsive Form 
Almighty Lord and Judge of all, do not contend against us; for although Your indictment of our 
sinfulness is true, Your Son has suffered our condemnation. Hear Him as He pleads for our 
pardon, and for His sake forgive us our sins and preserve us as Your people. Lord, in Your 
mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all wisdom, You tell us plainly that the Word of the cross is folly to those who are 
perishing, but it is Your power to all who are being saved. Strengthen the faith of pastors and 
congregations, that they would not turn to man-made wisdom but boldly proclaim Christ and 
Him crucified. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all glory, make us meek before You. Remove our stubborn inclination to follow our 
sinful desires, and strengthen us gladly to submit to Your holy will and so lead lives well-
pleasing to You as we await the day of the new heaven and earth. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our 
prayer. 
 
Heavenly Father, You have given Your firstborn for our transgressions. Strengthen all parents 
and guardians, that the children in their care might not be trained in the transgressions of their 
forebears, but be trained in Your Word and so rejoice in Your ways. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
O Lord of lords, You rescued Your people from Egypt and confounded Balak, king of Moab, for 
their protection. Guide the decisions and actions of all earthly authority, that Your people may 
live in peace and quietness. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
God of all truth, bless those who are reviled and slandered because of Jesus. Strengthen them 
with grace, provide for all their needs of body and soul, and maintain in them the joy and 
gladness that in Christ their reward in heaven is great. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Merciful God, You choose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, and You use our 
infirmities for our good. Hear our prayers on behalf of all who are afflicted especially Elizabeth, 
Bruce, Debbie, Jim, Don, Lois, Betty, Arlyn, Jessica, Lynne, Justin, Russ, Jodi, Susan, Marilyn, 
Laurie, Drew, and Marilyn. Deliver them according to Your will, and make use of their trials to 
increase their confidence in You. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
Gracious Father, remember Rod and Theresa Miller. Bless them in body and soul with all things 
needful for this life and eternity. Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 



Lord, teach us to hunger to hunger and thirst for righteousness, that by Your body and blood 
given to us to eat and drink in Your Holy Communion we may be cleansed of our sin and 
equipped to love You above all and to love our neighbor as ourselves. Lord, in Your mercy, hear 
our prayer. 
 
Lord God, heavenly Father, receive our thanks for the saints whom You preserved in 
righteousness and delivered to glory. Purify our hearts by Your grace and strengthen us against 
temptation, that we would look joyfully to the day when we will see You in Your glory; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. Amen. 
 
Presentation of the Offering 
Lord, give us always generous hearts to use what You have given, To spread Your Gospel near 
and far, and so bring men into heaven. Amen. 
 
 


