


St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
August 28, 2022                    Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
*********************************************************** 

Office of Matins (Lutheran Service Book, pg. 219) 

Hymn of Invocation 905 Come, Thou Almighty King 
 
Opening Versicles (Common, p. 219) 
 
Venite (p. 220) 
 
Psalm 131  

1O L , my heart is not lifted up; 
 my eyes are not raised too high; 
  I do not occupy myself with things 
 too great and too marvelous for me. 
2But I have calmed and quieted my soul, 
 like a weaned child with its mother; 
 like a weaned child is my soul within me. 
 

3O Israel, hope in the L  
 from this time forth and forevermore.  

  Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
    and to the Holy Spirit; 
  as it was in the beginning, 
    is now, and will be forever. Amen.  
 
Office Hymn 783 Take My Life and Let It Be 
 
Readings (on back of bulletin) 
 
Responsory (Common, p. 221)  
 
Sermon 
 
Te Deum (p. 223) 
 
Prayer for Presenting the Offering 
 
Kyrie (p. 227) 
 
Collect of the Day 

P O Lord of grace and mercy, teach us by Your Holy Spirit to 

follow the example of Your Son in true humility, that we 
may withstand the temptations of the devil and with pure 
hearts and minds avoid ungodly pride; through the same Je-
sus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

C Amen. 
 
Prayer of the Church 

After each petition: 
P let us pray to the Lord:      
C Lord, have mercy.    
The prayer concludes:  
P ...one God, now and forever.  
C Amen. 

 
Benediction (p. 228) 
 
Closing Hymn 837 Lift High the Cross 
Silent Prayer 



ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH-LCMS 
churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org 
Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

 
Rev. Timothy Nerud                   Pastor 
 309-949-2516 (Office), 612-940-8138 (Cell), 309-949-2517 (Home) 
   
Elder:  Carl Freeman 
 
Organist: Gail Tutt 
 
Greeter: Janet Bertsos 
 
Videographers:  Joel Werling, Nicole Nerud, or Heidi Nerud 
 
Today’s Readings:   Old Testament Reading: Proverbs 25:2-10  
         Epistle: Hebrews 13:1-17 
         Holy Gospel: Luke 14:1-14 
 

WE PRAY: Merciful and gracious Father in heaven, who for the death and res-
urrection of Jesus Christ has adopted us to be Your sons and daughters, teach us 
to face our vicissitudes and trials with the same courage and trust with which 
Christ faced the cross, knowing that all adversity is sifted through Your fingers 
before You allow it to touch us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who with You 
and the Holy Spirit are one God with dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE, a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours   (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
            (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
            (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
                    (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 
 
STREAM SERVICES https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and on 
the website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org.  

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—9    Adult Bible Class—11      Worship—58 

 
OFFERING 

Offering last Sunday               $2,535.00 
Weekly 2022 Budget income needed            $4,084.71 
 

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT ST JOHN’S 
Today   8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship 
Tuesday  7:00 pm Adult Instruction 
Thursday  6:00 pm Elders’ meeting 
   7:00 pm Men’s Bible Study 
Next Sunday              8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion
                
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Psalms 122:1 
 
LUKE 14:11 – “For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who 
humbles himself will be exalted.” The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wis-
dom: that’s called humility. The Lord is God and we are not. With that in mind, 
how could we not seek to follow His Word in all aspects of life? He knows what 
He is talking about and we don’t. If you believe that, then striking out on a path 
of faithfulness in the realm of stewardship is a lot easier: it just makes sense. 
 
ATTENDANCE PADS are at the end of each pew. Each family (members and 
guests) should sign using only ONE box per household, naming all family 
members present in the one box. EVERYONE needs to indicate their intention 
to receive Holy Communion on a Communion Sunday. Return pad to the right 
end of your pew. Thanks for your help with this. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS have been given in praise and thanksgiving to our Heav-
enly Father in celebration of Kindra Thompson’s birthday. May she continue to 
serve the Lord all the days that are granted unto her. 
 
ALL LADIES ARE INVITED to attend the Rock Island Zone Fall Rally at 
Faith Lutheran Church, Kewanee, on Tuesday, September 20. The guest speaker 
is Rev. Rodney G. Blomquist, CID Prison/Jail Coordinator and a member of the 
CID Human Care Committee. Let Liz Neumann or Bev Peterson know if you 
would like to attend by September 4. 
 
COLLECTION FOR ABILITIES PLUS, Kewanee. Articles will be gathered 
at the LWML Zone Rally. If you would like to contribute, deposit them in the 
box beside the coat room. Articles needed are Large Duplo Lego Blocks, Re-
ceiving Blankets, Soft Baby Books, Adult Coloring Books, Colored Pencils, Art 
and Craft Supplies, Word Search Books, Paper Plates, Paper Napkins, Adult and 
Simple Puzzles, Plastic Tablecloths, Small Bingo Prizes, Adult and Children’s 
Board Games. Cash or checks are welcome also. Make checks payable to Abili-
ties Plus. Cash or checks are also being accepted for Portals of Prayer subscrip-
tions for the East Moline Correctional Center. Make checks payable to Women 



of Faith. Cash or checks may be given to Bev Peterson or Liz Neumann. Bring 
all donations to the church by Sunday, September 18th. 
 
WHO WILL HELP? We have one volunteer, of 3 needed, to serve on the 
nominating committee. This committee will secure the names of congregational 
members willing to be on the ballot for the Church council for 2023. ASAP, 
please contact Don Hock (309-945-6675) or Pastor Nerud if you are willing to 
help. A big thanks to the three people who have volunteered to serve on the  
Constitution Committee.  
 
ALTAR FLOWERS—The 2022 Flower Chart is now on the bulletin board 
next to the restrooms. Cost for weekly flowers are $30 for two arrangements. 
We greatly appreciate those who help with providing flowers for Sunday wor-
ship services. Please sign up for a Sunday. 

 
PRAYER MINISTRY 

Remember God’s work through the Synod’s church workers as you pray: 
MISSION—Pray that we would joyfully study the Sacred Scriptures as a light 
to our path and gratefully make use of the Lutheran Confessions to help us un-
derstand and apply the Scriptures. 
 
ST JOHN’S—Mrs. Gayla Kroll—We offer before You our common request 
for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may be so guided 
and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves Christians 
may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in the bond 
of peace, and the righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Gayla and ask 
Your blessings upon her. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Elizabeth Bjork  Betty Firch  Carolyn Werner   
Paula Chapa  Arlyn Helke  Carolyn Wildermuth 
Jim Dahl  Lynne Johnson  Marilyn Woods 
Lois Esterlein  Drew Schillinger        
Don Eggers ( son of friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon/Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St. John Laborer for Christ) 
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling) 
Rev. Justin Kane (son of Sandra Kane) 
 
MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy/Richard Davila (daughter/son-in-law of Linda Aper) 
Luke/Nicole Thompson (son/daughter-in-law of John/Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr/Mrs Paul Flynn) 
Zachary/Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser) 

 
 

LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 
“So, pray, dear army of God, for the courage to seize opportunities to speak of 
God’s saving glory and the peace it brings! So, pray, dear army of God, for 
those God has sent, in His name and ours, to herald that message where we can-
not go! So, pray, dear army of God, that God would … equip the next genera-
tion of faithful witnesses to add their voices to the chorus.” Rev. Dr. Rich 
Gurgel, president of Martin Luther College – A Life Quote from Lutherans For 
Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
ROCK ISLAND CIRCUIT YOUTH GROUP—Mark your calendars - regu-
lar meetings resume on Sunday, September 11th.  All youth (7th grade thru 
High School) from all churches in the Rock Island Circuit are welcome to at-
tend.  Meetings are every Sunday from 6:30 - 8:30 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran 
Church, 3300 24th Street, Rock Island.  First hour - youth meet with Pastor As-
trowski for a devotion followed by a discussion on Apologetics (learning to de-
fend the faith).  Second hour - youth gather in the fellowship hall and gymnasi-
um with our Youth Leaders for activities, games and snacks.  Make sure to 
bring your friends.  Remember to wear comfortable clothes and shoes and for 
the activity hour.  Please park and enter the church building on the west 
side.  Continue to watch the newsletter and bulletin for upcoming fall 
events.  For any questions, please contact Kathy Welch at 309-714-5491. 
 
WALK FOR LIFE—Pregnancy Resources annual fund raiser is set for Satur-
day, September 10th. Walkers may check in between 8:30—11:00 am at the 
East Shelter of Ben Butterworth Park. Walkers may walk any time between 9-
11:30 am. If you wish to support this event but are unable to walk, you may 
send your donation to: Pregnancy Resources, 3825—16th St., Moline IL 61265. 
 
CAMP CILCA NEWS—The annual Chicken Fry and Auction will be held 
Sunday, September 4 from 11:30am-2:30pm. Meals cost is $10 for adults and 
will include fresh fried chicken, cole slaw, mashed potatoes, drinks and dessert. 
The live auction will begin at 12:30 pm in the air conditioned Dining Hall. The 
Trading Post and beach will be open for a full day of food and fun. 
 
THE G.R.I.T. RUN is back on October 1 at Camp CILCA. Run trails, cross 
creeks, see great sights, and earn your place with the brave souls who meet this 
challenge each year. Cost is $30 for adults and $10 for children 17 and under. 
Register at www.cilca.org/grit-run. 
 
SIGN LANGUAGE CLASSES are here again!  Word of God Lutheran 
Church for the Deaf will offer free beginning sign language classes on Tuesday 
evenings, 7:30-8:30 pm, at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, 115 W. 12th Ave., 
Milan, Illinois.  The emphasis will be on conversational sign language.  Classes 
will run ten weeks, from Sept. 13 – Nov. 15, and are open to the entire commu-
nity.  Pre-registration is not required.  For more information, please call Rev. 
Tim Eckert, 563-359-7105, or e-mail him at DeafLutheran@q.com. 
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The Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost 
August 28, 2022 
Text: Hebrews 13:1-17 (Epistle) 
Other Texts: Proverbs 25:2-10 (Old Testament Reading); Luke 14:1-14 (Gospel)  
 

“Imperatives of the Christian Life” 
 

Grace, mercy, and peace be yours from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The text for our meditation is the Epistle reading from the letter to the Hebrews, with our focus 
this morning being its imperatives for living as a Christian. What does “imperative” mean? 
Grammatically speaking, an imperative is a command, something “you!” are to do or not do. As 
believers, we immediately think of the Law of God especially as epitomized in the Ten 
Commandments. But there are commands we have to deal with in daily life that, of themselves, 
may not be directly commanded in God’s Word, such as “Pick up your room!” and “Obey the 
speed limit!” So these too we are called to obey due to Fourth Commandment’s imperative to 
honor the authority, such as parents or the government, even as they become pleasing to God as 
good works when done by a believer. 
 
Certainly here, as he wraps up his letter (the last chapteri), the author to the Hebrews includes 
many imperatives which, because this text is inspired by the Holy Spirit and so the Word of God, 
are commanded by God Himself. Commanded by God for all His people that they would live 
according to His will. So let us here and consider what our God says to us. 
 
“Let brotherly love continue.”ii Love amongst the brethren, that is, the believers, for we are all 
brothers and sisters to one another having the incarnate Jesus as our brother in the flesh and so 
His Father as our own Father. So how do we look at one another? Truly, we are to look out for 
the benefit of one another; to want what’s best for one another, to see each other succeed and so 
be willing to help with that in any way.  
 
Of course, the greatest focus of Christian love, the highest success we would want for another, is 
that they would be in Christ’s presence forever. And so true Christian love, though with as much 
as gentleness is possible, will rebuke sin even as it encourages one another in the Christian faith 
and life here on earth. We are to pray for one another, holding each other up to God’s throne of 
grace. Of course, the love of Christ reached out to others, to all, even His enemies, so too then 
should our love, even as we remember that Christ's love never overlooked or condoned evil, nor 
let some bring harm to others, so also then our love should not permit such, much less encourage 
any such thing, for then it is not Christian, brotherly love.  
 
Fellow believers, it is no minor point that the pagans noticed how the Christians loved one 
another, cared for one another, sacrificed for one another, and even for unbelievers. Many were 
attracted to the Christian faith because of their incredible love, something that the pagan world 
knew little to nothing about, for such does not readily flow from the sinful nature! Now with the 
general imperative to continue in Christian love given, a few specifics are mentioned.  
 

Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for thereby some have entertained 
angels unawares.iii 
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Here again, first and foremost love for “the brothers,” that is, fellow believers is being spoken of. 
In the ancient world, offering hospitality to a stranger was an act of love indeed, for foreigners, 
having no legal status or protections, were easily exploited. But if a family offered them 
hospitality, the strangers would then become honorary members of the household, coming under 
the protection of the family. So consider both fellow Christians who were escaping persecution 
as well as travelling missionaries and evangelists.iv So also, other visitors would be included as 
well, as Christian love reaches out to all.  
 
As a quick aside, the words “for thereby some have entertained angels unawares,” is not a 
promise that such will actually happen, but instead refers to how it did actually happen in the 
past. For both Abraham at the oaks of Mamre and Lot in Sodom had angels appearing as men 
come to them and both received a blessing from God by granting hospitality (the life of Lot and 
his daughters was spared!).v But one need not receive literal heavenly angels to receive a 
blessing from God, for our Lord has said, “Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of 
these my brothers, you did it to me.”vi  
 
As one group of Jesus’ brothers was those of whom He said, “I was in prison and you came to 
me;” so then the author of Hebrews writes, “Remember those who are in prison, as though in 
prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you also are in the body.”vii For recall that 
believers were being imprisoned for no other reason than that they were believers. In such cases, 
a great temptation would be to stop confessing Christ which would then lead to the end of the 
imprisonment or other suffering. So by Christians visiting their fellow believers, potentially 
putting themselves in danger by doing such, they prove that they are one body, when one suffers, 
all suffer. So then the faith of persecuted believers was encouraged, even as those who were not 
yet suffering were emboldened by the faithful endurance of their fellow Christians who were 
suffering for the sake of Christ. And this is as true today as it was nearly 2,000 years ago! 
 
“Let marriage be held in honor among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God will 
judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.”viii Marriage is God’s institution for all people, hence 
why it is found throughout the world. However, sin has led to much corruption. Therefore, 
marriage amongst Christians is and is to be of an entirely different character then that amongst 
unbelievers past or present. It is between only one man and one woman. It is lifelong. Divorce is 
never God’s will, but is at best the lesser of evils, only there to protect the innocent party. It is 
the best situation for children as they are raised by both a father and mother in a committed 
relationship. It is the only location where sexual intercourse is to occur, holy within it, sinful 
outside of it no matter what the context may be. Certainly, there would be a lot less reasons for 
the murdering act of abortion if sexuality was utilized within God’s holy way, a prime example 
of how one sin readily leads to another. 
 
We were thankful when our nation understood all this. But now that the laws of our land no 
longer reflect God’s will reflected in either His Word or His created order, Christians will not 
cave to the lies of Satan reflected in this dying world, but we will continue to hold the marriage 
bed undefiled for we fear God and His wrath, for He will certainly judge all who are sexually 
immoral and adulterous as He has warned. As Scripture says elsewhere, “Do not be deceived: 
neither the sexually immoral…nor adulterers…will inherit the kingdom of God.”ix  
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“Keep your life free from love of money, and be content with what you have”x Our life is to be 
free from covetousness, avarice, and greed. We are to be satisfied with what we have and need 
not be worried about our needs, being confident that we will receive our daily bread. 
 
All of these are imperatives, that is, commands for us to obey that we would live in this world as 
a Christian. But there is another meaning for the word imperative as well. It can also mean 
something that is “an essential or urgent thing; of vital importance; crucial.”xi And it is this 
second meaning of the word that we must also speak of as there is something that is essential and 
urgent for us to live in this world as a Christian, being of crucial and vital importance in order 
that we can and will obey God’s imperatives. It is what God has done and continues to do for us. 
 
For consider, we only can live a Christian life since we have been given the life-giving Holy 
Spirit because of Christ Jesus’ life, suffering, death, and resurrection for us, as it is written, “So 
Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his own blood.”xii 
Through His Means of Grace, the Gospel in Word and Sacrament, the ongoing weakness of our 
sinful nature which does not let us obey God’s imperatives as we should is forgiven, even as the 
Holy Spirit continues to come to us and cleanse us, that we would grow in such obedience in our 
lives which flow from a soul, that is, our heart, mind and will, that are being increasingly 
transformed away from the ways of the world to the way of Christ and His Word. 
 
And that our gift of a Christian life would be sustained by continuing to receive His life-giving 
Spirit and all of Christ’s blessings which come through the Means of Grace, the Good Shepherd 
has provided undershepherds to act as stewards of God’s mysteries to administer them.   
 

Remember your leaders, those who spoke to you the word of God. Consider the 
outcome of their way of life, and imitate their faith…Obey your leaders and 
submit to them, for they are keeping watch over your souls, as those who will 
have to give an account. Let them do this with joy and not with groaning, for that 
would be of no advantage to you.xiii 
 

More our dear Father, for the sake of His Son Jesus, makes it possible for us to do good works, 
to not let worry, fear, or persecution turn us inward towards ourselves away from others. For He 
is graciously present with us, sustaining and protecting us in body and soul, “for he has said, ‘I 
will never leave you nor forsake you.’ So we can confidently say, ‘The Lord is my helper; I will 
not fear; what can man do to me?’”xiv Truly man, even Satan himself, can do nothing outside of 
what God permits, and nothing at all that God is not using for our good.xv 
 
The Christian life is one of imperatives. There are commands from the Holy Majesty. Commands 
to present our whole lives as holy sacrifices, including by practicing brotherly love, extending 
hospitality, honoring marriage whether we are married or single, enduring reproach for our faith, 
and not getting caught up in money and earthly things, but instead to focus on what is eternal. 
And we can do such, because of the imperative of the Father’s grace to us in Jesus’s death and 
resurrection, the gift of faith and new life His Holy Spirit has created and sustains in us through 
the Means of Grace administered by His called ministers, and His constant presence with us. So 
we can live a Christian life of sacrifice as it is empowered by the blood of Jesus’ sacrifice for us, 
a life we live as one seeking the city that is to come, our blessed eternal home.xvi  
God grant us to live this true Christian life now and, therefore, forever. Amen! 
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i While the chapters are later addition to the text, this section is a set of concluding exhortations to those whom he 
has written, which includes us as the Holy Spirit inspired this text for the Church until our Lord’s return. 
ii Hebrews 13:1. All quotes are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
iii Hebrews 13:2. 
iv Cf. 3 John 5-10. 
v Genesis 18 and 19. 
vi Matthew 25:40. 
vii Hebrews 13:3. 
viii Hebrews 13:4. 
ix 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10. 
x Hebrews 13:5a. 
xi From Oxford Languages. 
xii Hebrews 13:12. 
xiii Hebrews 13:7, 17. 
xiv Hebrews 13:5b-6. 
xv Romans 8:28. 
xvi Hebrews 13:12, 14. 


