


  St. John’s Lutheran Church (LCMS) 
8948 N 1900 Ave  Geneseo, IL  61254       

309-949-2516 
December 18, 2022                          Fourth Sunday in Advent 
*********************************************************** 

Divine Service Three (Lutheran Service Book, p. 184) 
 

Hymn of Invocation  
 348 The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns  
 
Invocation and Versicles (p. 184) 
 
Introit                                              Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1    

Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence. 
I wait for the Lord, my soul waits, 
 and in his word I hope; 
 

my soul waits for the Lord more than watchmen for the morning, 
 more than watchmen for the morning. 
O Israel, hope in the Lord! For with the Lord there is steadfast   
   love, and with him is plentiful redemption. 
 

And he will redeem Israel from all his iniquities. 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 
 that the mountains might quake at your presence.  
 

Gloria Patri (p. 186) 
 
The Gloria in Excelsis is omitted during Advent 
 
Collect of the Day 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lift-
ed by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. (sung) 
 

Readings (on back of bulletin) 
 
“Be Patient, God’s People”                        (in place of the Gradual) 
             
 
 
 
 
 

                                
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Nicene Creed (p. 191) 
 
Hymn of the Day 357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 
 
Sermon 
 
Offertory (p. 192) 
 
Presentation of the Offering 
 
Prayer of the Church 

After each petition: 
P Lord, in Your mercy,     
C hear our prayer.   
The prayer concludes:  
P ...now and forever. 
C Amen. 

 
Service of the Sacrament (p. 194) 
(Please see the Communion statement in the pew pads for receiving the 
Sacrament at St. John’s.) 
 
Distribution Hymns 
 333 Once He Came in Blessing 
 355 O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide 
 352 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord 
  
Nunc Dimittis (p. 199) 
 
Hymn to Depart 338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 
********************************************************** 
“Be Patient, God’s People” Reprinted / Podcast / Streamed with Permission Under One 
License # A-741149. All Rights Reserved. 
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Website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org 

https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo 
 

HEARING ASSISTANCE AVAILABLE 
HANDICAPPED ACCESSIBLE 

 
Rev. Timothy Nerud                   Pastor 
 309-949-2516 (Office), 612-940-8138 (Cell), 309-949-2517 (Home) 
   
Elder:  Aaron Raschke   
 
Organist: Corinne Luckinbill 
 
Greeter: Janet Bertsos 
 
Videographers:  Joel Werling, Nicole Nerud, or Heidi Nerud 
 
Today’s Readings:   Old Testament Reading: Isaiah 7:10-17 
         Epistle: Romans 1:1-7 
         Holy Gospel: Matthew 1:18-25 
 
WE PRAY: Our hearts are high, our joy is full, beloved Jesus Christ, who died 
and rose again for the justification of all people, because we are included in 
those who have been called to belong to You and because the same possibility 
is available to all mankind; who with the Father and the Holy Spirit are one God 
with dominion over us forever. Amen 
 

WELCOME TO ALL! 
We are anxious to share with you the Christ-centered ministry at St. John’s. Our 
Liturgy follows closely the pattern of Word and Lord’s Supper handed down 
from the ancient Church. It is our hope that you will make the Church’s life of 
prayer your own. If you have difficulty following our order of service, please 
ask someone sitting near you for assistance. We pray that you will receive rich 
spiritual blessings from your presence here. May the peace and power of our 
risen Christ be yours always. 
 
IF YOU DESIRE, a visit or call from Pastor Nerud, please contact the church 
office (309-949-2516). 
 

OFFICE HOURS 
Terri’s hours   (Monday—Friday)     8 am—12 pm 
Pastor’s hours (Monday, Pastor’s day off) 
            (Tuesday)      9 am—12 pm 
            (Thursday)     9 am—12 pm & 1 pm—4 pm 
                    (Wednesday & Friday) please call ahead. 

. 
STREAM SERVICES https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ and on 
the website: www.stjohnsgeneseo.org.  

 

ATTENDANCE LAST SUNDAY 
Sunday school—    Adult Bible Class—10     Worship—49 

 
OFFERING 

Offering last Sunday               $2,373.00 
Weekly 2022 Budget income needed            $4,084.71 
Advent Two               $   230.00 

 
WEEKLY ACTIVITIES AT ST JOHN’S 

Today   8:30 am  Practice for Christmas Program 
   8:45 am  SS/Adult & Youth Bible Study  
             10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
             11:30 am  Youth Group 
Tuesday  6:30 pm Adult Instruction class 
Wednesday  5:00 pm Catechism Class 
Saturday  6:30 pm Christmas Eve Worship 
Next Sunday            10:00 am  Divine Worship/Holy Communion 
         CHRISTMAS DAY! 
                                      
I rejoiced with those who said to me, “Let us go to the house of the LORD.” 
Psalms 122:1 
 
MATTHEW 1:21 – “She will bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus, 
for he will save his people from their sins.” What our good works could never 
do, Jesus has done: He has saved us from our sins, paid our debt, set us free. 
How can we not give thanks to Him with lives of generosity and godliness? 
What God’s Law could not do — truly motivate us to truly good works — Je-
sus’ love has done! 
 
ATTENDANCE PADS are at the end of each pew. Each family (members and 
guests) should sign using only ONE box per household, naming all family 
members present in the one box. EVERYONE needs to indicate their intention 
to receive Holy Communion on a Communion Sunday. Return pad to the right 
end of your pew. Thanks for your help with this. 
 
ALTAR FLOWERS have been given in thanksgiving for the 80th birthday of 
Janet Bertsos. May God’s blessings continue to pour over her and may she have 
many more years of service to her Lord. 
 
ADVENT CARD four is being given to each person this morning.  We pray 
these little cards have been a blessing to you. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC for CHRISTMAS SEASON: For Christmas Day and New 
Year’s Day @ 9:45 in the sanctuary, we will have a Hymn Sing with your fa-
vorite carols and seasonal hymns. We are asking that you list out your requests 
(see insert) and drop them in the collection basket (on the table under office 
window) on your way out after service.  This is a great way to joyfully proclaim 
the message of our Savior's birth and prepare for worship! 
 



NO SS/ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE STUDY for the next 2 Sundays 
(Christmas Day and New Years’ Day). 
 
2023 CONTRIBUTION ENVELOPES are in your mailboxes. Please do not 
use them until January first.  
 
CHRISTIAN LIVING—Matthew 1: 18-25:  At first, Joseph had trouble be-
lieving that the Holy Spirit was directly involved with Mary’s pregnancy.  He 
planned to divorce her quietly until an angel of the Lord came to assure him that 
Mary would bear a Son and he was to give this special Child the name “Jesus” 
because He will save His people from their sins.  What a blessed privilege we 
have to share the Good News of Jesus for the salvation of many people.  By just 
sharing the truth of His name, you are sharing God’s plan to save us from the 
slavery of sin, the wretchedness of the devil, the defeat of the grave and the 
challenges of the sinful flesh.  It’s all in a name.  It’s all in Jesus - the reason for 
the season. 
 

We are collecting 2023 calendars for residents of Hillcrest Home.  
 

PRAYER MINISTRY 
The Church waits for the Second Coming in repentance, hope and faith. For 

the following, we pray “Lord, have mercy.” 
MISSION—Pray for the opportunities to proclaim the Gospel in this season. 
When the world is open to hearing the story of Christmas, may we be una-
shamed in our witness. 
 
ST JOHN’S—Mr. & Mrs. Shane McKibbon—We offer before You our com-
mon request for the well-being of Your church throughout the world that it may 
be so guided and governed by Your good Spirit that all who profess themselves 
Christians may be led into the way of truth and hold the faith in unity of spirit in 
the bond of peace, and the righteousness of life. Specifically, we pray for Shane, 
Heidi and Coy and ask Your blessings upon them. 
 
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and 
body. We pray that You would show mercy to Your servants: 
Elizabeth Bjork  Betty Firch  Drew Schillinger      
Paula Chapa  Arlyn Helke  Carolyn Wildermuth  
Jim Dahl  Lynne Johnson  Marilyn Woods 
Lois Esterlein  Jessica Johnson  
Anthony/Sami Sedotto (2022/2023 Adopted seminary student)  
Don Eggers ( son of friend of Marilyn Woods) 
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns) 
Jon/Anita Clausing (missionaries in Kenya) 
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal Potts, former St. John Laborer for Christ) 
Rev. Justin Kane (son of Sandra Kane) 
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl) 
Susan Mayden (sister of Michele Barry) 
Russ Klavon (brother of Carolyn Werner) 
 

MILITARY—We pray for those serving in our military and their families: 
Mandy/Richard Davila (daughter/son-in-law of Linda Aper) 
Luke/Nicole Thompson (son/daughter-in-law of John/Kindra Thompson) 
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford) 
Karl Flynn (son of Mr/Mrs Paul Flynn) 
Zachary/Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Lois Esterlein) 
Casey Powers Jr. (step son of Lisa Powers) 
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser) 

 
LUTHERANS FOR LIFE 

“Unlike Christmas ornaments, each baby is a unique life never to be replicated 
in all of history. Each life brutally snuffed out by abortion will leave the world a 
lesser place for it.” Bradley Mattes, president of Life Issues Institute – A Life 
Quote from Lutherans For Life • lutheransforlife.org 
 
NOW OPEN, SWADDLING CLOTHES @ Concordia Lutheran Church, Gen-
eseo. This is a mission of Concordia, created as a place for moms and moms-to-
be find some help gathering all the items needed for a new bundle of joy. (We 
are also here to help dads, custodial grandparents, and foster parents). Our free 
shopping room is open every 2nd Thursday from 4-7 pm and every 4th Saturday 
from 9 am-noon. Tell anyone who maybe in need of this help. Concordia is at 
316 S. Oakwood Ave, Geneseo. For more information call, 309-944-3993 or 
visit www.swaddlingclothes.org. 
 
CAMP CILCA is already planning for next season’s summer camps. Early 
Bird registration is underway. Brochures are in the mailbox of families with 
children. Additional brochures can be found on the counter between the mail-
boxes. Scholarships are available from both St. John’s and Camp CILCA. 
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Fourth Sunday in Advent  
December 18, 2022 
Text: Isaiah 7:10-17 (Old Testament) 
Other Texts: Romans 1:1-7 (Epistle); Matthew 1:18-25 (Gospel Reading)  
  

“God Present With Us” 
 
Grace, mercy and peace to you from God our Father and our Lord Jesus Christ who came one in 
humility and will come again exalted in heavenly majesty. Amen.  
 
God is with us. An amazing claim we accept by faith. But our faith is opposed regularly, isn’t it? 
Whether we admit it or not, the majority of us have seemed to experience what we might simply 
call His real absence. Not a denial that He exists, though it could reach that point. No. It is facing 
difficulties, some very challenging, experiencing great hurts and things that we just do not 
understand, and so we cry out to God in heartfelt prayers, sometimes with tears in our eyes, but 
we seem to get no response, hearing nothing but our own sighs. Is God really with us? 
 
It is said that misery loves company, so I guess we can at least find some comfort in that we’re 
not alone in experiencing God’s seeming absence. In fact, questioning God’s presence is actually 
continuing a few millennia-old “tradition” as we join with innumerable people before us who 
have doubted His presence with them. Yet, that’s not really much of a comfort, is it? 
 
Of course, before the fall into sin there was no doubt of God’s gracious presence as He walked 
and talked with Adam and Eve in the garden. But after the fall the questions began, “Is He with 
us?” “Is He with me?” Thus Job, in great sorrow and pain, laments, “I cry to you for help and 
you do not answer me; I stand, and you only look at me.”i Not a question of God’s existence, for 
Job prays to Him, but a question of His gracious presence to hear his prayer.  
 
King Ahaz of Judah in our Old Testament Reading certainly doubted God was with Him. And, 
earthly speaking, there seemed to be good reason.ii The kings of Israel and Syria had wanted him 
to join them in an alliance against Assyria which Ahaz refused to enter. But they wouldn’t take 
“No” for an answer, and so began a military campaign against Judah, intending to put a puppet 
king on the throne. And as salt on the wound, both the Edomites and Philistines attacked, further 
chipping away at Judah. So we find Ahaz out by the conduit of the upper pool,iii trying to figure 
out how to secure this water source in preparation for the seemingly inevitable siege which 
would befall Jerusalem, since without water, the city would fall easily in a few days.  
 
And it is at this time and place that the prophet Isaiah appears, God sending him to give Ahaz a 
message: God is with you. Not as some sort of inner feeling, but in a very real way. For God had 
promised long ago to King David, Ahaz’s ancestor, to preserve his dynasty. God wanted Ahaz so 
sure that He was with him He even invited, actually, commanded Ahaz to ask Him for a sign, 
anything he wanted, “Ask a sign of the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or high as 
heaven.”iv But Ahaz wouldn’t do it. Under the cover of a false piety he refuses, “I will not ask, 
and I will not put the LORD to the test.”v Refuses the Lord’s gracious command to alleviate his 
doubt of God’s presence with him because he had already lost his faith. 
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God gives signs to reassure and strengthen faith. But when faith is not present, even miraculous 
signs will not create faith. On the contrary, they will either be rejected or explained away to fit 
the thoughts of the unbelieving soul. For example, consider that the evidence for design in all 
aspects of the creation is acknowledged even as it is rejected, as stated by this evolutionary 
biologist, “If anything is true about nature, it is that plants and animals seem intricately and 
almost perfectly designed for living their lives.”vi Seem like it, but of course can’t be since he has 
already put his faith in evolutionary theory and scientism. Or recall how Jesus’ miracles were 
received: reinforcing the faith of believers, but leading unbelievers either to a false hope, like a 
political Messiah, or even to profane His miracles as the work of Satan!vii 
 
And so we have a warning in King Ahaz. For he is proof that while it might be normal for God’s 
people to question God’s presence with them, it certainly is not good. Not good in the sense of 
holiness, for such doubt is sin. And so equally not good for faith’s health, since doubt is the 
opposite of faith, struggling against it and potentially destroying the trust in God which true faith 
is. Sadly, unlike his father before him and his son after him, Ahaz had lost his faith, turning to 
idolatry and leading his nation into such. This reminds us that while we never put out trust in 
earthly rulers, even the best of them,viii good and godly rulers are a blessing from God, whereas 
ungodly ones are a curse, a judgment upon a sinful people. So following Ahaz’s unbelieving 
rejection of God’s promise and offer of a sign, the Lord determines to gives a sign anyway.  
 

“Hear then, O house of David! Is it too little for you to weary men, that you weary 
my God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”ix 
 

Before going further, a necessary question must be addressed. “Why does God still give a sign 
despite Ahaz’s rejection?” In other words, does Ahaz’s unbelief not have any negative 
consequences? To answer this, we need to know that there is more to this prophecy than the 
limited portion which I just read, the part that we often limit our focus to. For Isaiah continued,  
 

“He shall eat curds and honey when he knows how to refuse the evil and choose 
the good. For before the boy knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, 
the land whose two kings you dread will be deserted. The LORD will bring upon 
you and upon your people and upon your father’s house such days as have not 
come since the day that Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of Assyria!”x 
 

You see, Ahaz did not put his trust in the Lord, because he had put his faith in an earthly thing. 
For he sought out an alliance with the very nation that Israel and Syria wanted him to join with 
them against. Yes, it was the mighty nation of Assyria that Ahaz put his trust in as his deliverer, 
and not Yahweh the God of Israel. So God responds accordingly. He had already promised to 
deliver Judah from Israel and Syria,xi and God keeps His promises. Thus in just the few short 
years that it takes a child to grow old enough to know right from wrong, both Israel and 
Damascus ceased to be, Yahweh using Assyria to do such, for He is the ruler of all the nations of 
the earth, whether they acknowledge Him or not. But lest Ahaz congratulate himself, believing it 
was his own political cunning that saved Judah, God would use that same Assyria to exact heavy 
tribute from Judah and later to oppress her, ravaging the country. 
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And that tragic state of affairs would continue throughout the rest of Judean history as it was 
reduced to a vassal state of not only Assyria, but later to Babylon, Persia, Greece, and Rome as 
foreign overlords. Yes, the house of David was reduced to a mere lineage, so that when 
Immanuel was born, the land was neither the fertile Promised Land it once was nor was it their 
own. Unbelief has consequences indeed, here on earth as just cited, lasting even centuries, and 
far worse, eternal, for if Ahaz could not trust God’s promises for this life, he certainly could not 
trust in coming Immanuel and so lost salvation.     
 
Yet in the midst of Ahaz’s rejection and God’s judgment, we also see His grace. He not only 
calls to Ahaz to repent, for His desire is that all would be saved, but He also gives a promise that 
goes beyond Ahaz and even Judah, a promise that far exceeds any act of earthly protection or 
deliverance. For the promise of Immanuel is the promise of nothing less than “God with us.”xii     
 
Yes, this promise of a child is the promise of the Child, the incarnate eternal Son of the Heavenly 
Father miraculously conceived by the Holy Spirit in the Virgin Mary. This is what makes 
Christmas such a big deal: God has kept His promise. He is with us as one of us, a true man. 
Jesus is Immanuel and, as the name Jesus means, He has come to save us from our sins.xiii He 
saves us from enemies that would destroy us for all eternity, facing and overcoming them for us: 
the Law with its condemnation on our sins, the devil with his accusations of our sins before the 
holy God, and death and damnation which is the just and proper wages of our sins.  
 
Yet, Jesus has ascended, removing His visible presence from us. And so, despite His being 
Immanuel, God with us, we do, wrongly yes, yet truly, question His presence with us. But He 
has not left us without a sign of His continuing presence. In fact, we have two. For our Augsburg 
Confession speaks of the holy sacraments, Baptism and the Lord’s Supper, as “signs and 
testimonies of God’s will toward us” that “were instituted to awaken and confirm faith” in us.xiv 
For these signs are not mere empty reminders, any more than Immanuel is an empty promise of 
God being with us in some sort of vacuous, meaningless manner.  
 
For just as Immanuel was actually God being with us in this valley of the shadow of death, both 
living under the Law and dying upon the cross as our substitute, and rising again that we might 
rise to live with Him forever in a very real new heavens and earth, so the Lord’s instituted 
sacraments in fact and truth give directly to us the blessings that Immanuel won. Baptism unites 
us to Him, connecting us to His saving work and life-giving Spirit. Communion feeds us His 
body and blood for the forgiveness of sins, thereby nourishing our baptismal life with the 
assurance that His sacrifice is truly for us, for you and me.  
 
And so, connected to Immanuel in Baptism, fed His body and blood in the Supper, we are filled 
with the Holy Spirit and thereby empowered to live as signs to the world. For a life of self-
sacrificial love to our fellow believers and even beyond into the world will be seen, and so 
Immanuel’s hidden presence is proven real. Sadly, many will reject this sign as did Ahaz. But 
our prayer is that seeing such a sign God would work in them a desire to find and receive 
Immanuel’s saving presence in the signs of His sacraments that they too would be saved. 
 
Immanuel. God with us in human flesh. God with us now in Word and Sacraments through 
which He preserves our faith that He might finally bring us into His visible and glorious presence 
in Eden restored. May we never reject His signs, but delight in our Immanuel always. Amen! 
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i Job 30:20. All quotes are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version (ESV) unless otherwise noted. 
ii This is during the time of the divided monarchy, when there is the Northern Kingdom of Israel and the Southern 
Kingdom of Judah. While they were not always antagonistic towards each other, during this time there was war. 
iii Isaiah 7:3. 
iv Isaiah 7:11. The word “Ask” is an imperative, meaning a command. Here it would be understood as an urgent, 
powerful invitation. 
v Isaiah 7:12. 
vi Coyne, J., Why Evolution is True, Viking, New York, p. 1, 2009. This quote was taken from the article Delighting 
in Design at https://creation.com/delighting-in-design. This article has a few other examples of such contradictory 
statements from evolution-believing scientists. 
vii Matthew 9:34. 
viii Psalm 146:3-5. 
ix Isaiah 7:13-14. 
x Isaiah 7:15-17. 
xi Isaiah 7:7-9 which is a part of this dialogue between Isaiah and Ahaz. 
xii The Hebrew Immanuel means “God with us,” as is made clear in Matthew 1:23. 
xiii Matthew 1:21. 
xiv AC XIII 1-2. 


