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GROWING IN CHRIST’S FAMILY
-In God’s Grace - In God’s Service
“Varying Degrees in Eternity”
In a recent Bible Study, I mentioned in a bit of a tangential way that there were degrees of glory in heaven and
suffering in hell. There was some discussion about this, but as we were studying a different topic it could not be
addressed as in depth as the topic and the questions surrounding it deserve. It is my intention and hope that this
article will help clarify this topic.
The idea that there are varying degrees in heaven and hell might lead to a misunderstanding in at least two ways.
First, it might cause us concern that in some sense the joys of heaven to which we all look forward might be lessened
in some way. Second, it might seem to conflict with the most basic and essential Scriptural truth that the
Reformation restored to the church, that only faith in Christ saves and only unbelief condemns (Mark 16:16; John
3:16-18, etc.). That is, if there are varying degrees, then is there something more than faith involved in salvation?
Before we address these, let us hear what Scripture teaches on the topic of these varying degrees. After all,
whether we are comfortable with the idea or not is really not the issue. Being the church of the Reformation which
bases all our teaching on the Bible, we search the Scripture and then in humble faith submit to whatever it teaches.
So what does the Bible say on this issue?
[Jesus said,] And that servant who knew his master’s will but did not get ready or act according to his will,
will receive a severe beating. But the one who did not know, and did what deserved a beating, will receive
a light beating. Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom
they entrusted much, they will demand the more. (Luke 12:47-48)
[Jesus said,] “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the mighty works done in you had been
done in Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But I tell you, it will be
more bearable on the day of judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum, will you be
exalted to heaven? You will be brought down to Hades. For if the mighty works done in you had been done
in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But I tell you that it will be more tolerable on the day of
judgment for the land of Sodom than for you.” (Matt 11:21-24)
Luke records Jesus speaking a parable which concerns His return on the Last Day (v. 40). Matthew records Jesus
preaching directly about the day of judgment. Thus in both cases the topic is not consequences and punishments
during this life (though there are such as well), but lesser and greater degrees of punishment which will be enacted at
the final judgment for eternity. So what about heaven?
[Jesus said,] “Truly, I say to you, in the new world, when the Son of Man will sit on his glorious throne,
you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel. (Matt 19:28,
a promise to His apostles)
[Jesus said,] “The first came before him, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made ten minas more.’ And he said
to him, ‘Well done, good servant! Because you have been faithful in a very little, you shall have authority
over ten cities.’ And the second came, saying, ‘Lord, your mina has made five minas.’ And he said to him,
‘And you are to be over five cities.’ Then another came, saying, ‘Lord, here is your mina, which I kept laid

away in a handkerchief;…And he said to those who stood by, ‘Take the mina from him, and give it to the
one who has the ten minas.’” (Luke 19:16-20, 24)
And those who are wise shall shine like the brightness of the sky above; and those who turn many to
righteousness, like the stars forever and ever. (Daniel 12:3)
As previously, these passages also speak about the Lord’s return on the Last Day and so refer to varying glory
for those who enter eternal life.1 Consequently, these degrees of either glory or punishment are taught in Scripture
and so we, in continuity with the early church, the medieval church, and the church of the Reformation, condemn the
heresy of Jovinian (fl. 385-400 AD) who taught that all sinners will be equal in guilt and punishment in hell.2
Recognizing the teaching of these degrees to be the truth of God’s Word, let’s conclude with two points. First,
faith in Christ (or the lack thereof) determines one’s eternal destination. This is because, on the one hand, the sins of
believers have been washed away by the blood of Christ and so are not seen by God. For them the bliss of heaven is
the same, all will equally enjoy the vision of God and the many blessings of His presence. On the other hand, the
sins of unbelievers remain on them since they rejected Christ, they actually have no good works at all since only by
faith can we please God (Heb 11:6), and worst of all, the very rejecting of Christ is the greatest sin one can commit!
The other sins are but the flies on the dung. There is no “tolerable place” in hell, not even in the remotest sense of
that word. Hell will be hell for all (including the demons!).
Second though, we find that the omniscient and omnipresent God, who sees and knows the lives (thoughts,
works, motivations etc.) of every person, is truly just as the Bible teaches. As just one example, God too recognizes
that the wrongful killing of a person’s livestock is terrible, but killing the person is still worse!3 So the degrees of
punishment will rightly “fit the crime.”
But this truth also further proves the truthfulness of God’s promises like “in the Lord your labor is not in vain” (1
Cor 15:58) and “whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows bountifully will also reap
bountifully” (2 Cor 9:6). Therefore, by graciously rewarding with degrees of glory our works of love, our suffering
for Christ, our faithful witnessing to others, and all our works done in faith, God not only shows Himself just, but far
more, generous, and by such encouragement brings forth even more of such a God-pleasing life in us, His dear,
blood-bought children who are saved by faith alone!
Sincerely in Christ Jesus our Lord and Savior,
Pastor Nerud
RECENT ORIGIN of SPECIES, NEW DNA STUDY CHALLENGES EVOLUTION’S STORY4
A major study of 5 million ‘DNA barcodes’ on mitochondria has given some controversial results that fit well
with the Bible’s history in Genesis.
All complexa organisms have mitochondria, which are the power-generating factories inside cells. In addition to
the regular DNA which makes up the chromosomes in the cell’s nucleus, each mitochondrion has its own loop of
DNA. The ‘barcode’ is the sequence of one particular gene on this mitochondrial DNA. The barcodes were
compared across the spectrum of life.
It’s an interesting piece of research, and the authors are clearly aware of the controversial nature of their findings
for the evolutionary big picture; they provide extensive discussion of the implications.b
The researchers concluded that, no matter what the organism, human or animal, almost all the current
populations have “…expanded from mitochondrial uniformity within the past 200,000 years.”
In other words, each organism began with only one form of the barcode gene, and all the diversity has developed
within that period. They write as evolutionists and make evolutionary assumptions to get this extended timeframe,
which is, however, still a long way short of evolution’s ‘millions of years’. Why would all organisms converge on
the same timeframe? It just does not add up for the evolutionary story. They tentatively suggest that the last ice age
might explain this pervasive pattern, but that would not affect all creatures. For one thing, large parts of the world,
including the tropical rainforests and oceanic coral reefs that thrived during this time, remained free of ice.
With some slightly different assumptions about mutation rates, the data would fit neatly with the creation of all
organisms about 6,000 years ago.c
The authors also acknowledge that, regarding modern humans:
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Luke is recording another parable in which Jesus speaks of His return on the Last Day.
I am not aware if he denied degrees of glory.
3
This is proven both by the Commandments themselves, as well as how He instructed Israel, in their political law, to punish different
crimes accordingly (“eye for an eye” means punishment fits the crime!).
4
Don Batten; https://creation.com/recent-origin-of-species
2

More approaches have been brought to bear on the emergence and outgrowth of Homo sapiens
sapiens (i.e., modern humans) than any other species including full genome sequence analysis of
thousands of individuals and tens of thousands of mitochondria, paleontology, anthropology, history and
linguistics.
The congruence of these fields supports the view that modern human mitochondria and Y chromosome
originated from conditions that imposed a single sequence on these genetic elements between 100,000
and 200,000 years ago. Contemporary sequence data cannot tell whether mitochondrial and Y
chromosomes clonality occurred at the same time, i.e., consistent with the extreme bottleneck of a
founding pair, or via sorting within a founding population of thousands that was stable for tens of
thousands of years. As [science philosopher Thomas] Kuhn points out unresolvable arguments tend
toward rhetoric.d
So much for those who claim that modern genetics does not support the existence of Adam and Eve—the data
are “consistent with the extreme bottleneck of a founding pair”.
References and notes
a. I.e. virtually all those which have a cell nucleus (called eukaryotes)—unlike bacteria (prokaryotes) which
don’t.
b. Stoeckle M.Y. and Thaler, D.S., Why should mitochondria define species? Human Evolution 33(1–2):1–30,
2018; DOI: 10.14673/HE2018121037.
c. Wieland, C., Mitochondrial Eve and biblical Eve are looking good: criticism of young age is premature, J.
Creation 19(1):57–59, 2005; creation.com/eve3.
d. Stoeckle and Thaler, ref. 2, p.22.
A LOOK at the LUTHERAN CONFESSIONS
In Article XII, Repentance, we clearly confessed that repentance has two parts, terrors and sorrow over our sin
(contrition) and faith in Christ’s saving work declared in the Gospel. We also confessed that a new life of good
works will result, but that these works come from one who is forgiven and are not meritorious.
In Article XIII, The Use of the Sacraments, we confess that God has given the Sacraments to show us His
gracious will towards us and not as good works that we (or our pastors) perform. God attaches His Word of promise
to a physical element and we receive the forgiveness of sins when receiving the Sacrament. Because His Word of
forgiveness is a promise, it requires faith (i.e. trust in the promise) to receive the blessings which He gives through
the Sacraments.
Augsburg Confession Article XIII: The Use of the Sacraments5
Our churches teach that the Sacraments were ordained, not only to be marks of profession among men, but even
more, to be signs and testimonies of God’s will toward us. They were instituted to awaken and confirm faith in those
who use them. Therefore, we must use the Sacraments in such a way that faith, which believes the promises offered
and set forth through the Sacraments, is increased [2 Thessalonians 1:3].
Therefore, they condemn those who teach that the Sacraments justify simply by the act of doing them. They
condemn those who do not teach that faith, which believes that sins are forgiven,6 is required in the use of the
Sacraments.
BIBLE STUDY OPPORTUNITIES
All high school age and adults are invited to participate in any or all Bible studies offered
at
St. John’s. We are thankful we can gather together around God’s Word. You are welcome to
attend anytime.
 Sunday morning Adult Bible class – 8:45am in the Fellowship Hall. A new study will
begin November 7th on the book of Colossians. This is a great time to get involved. We
meet in the Fellowship Hall each Sunday morning.
 Men’s Bible Study – 7 pm the first Thursday of each month. Topic of study is, “The Genesis
Academy”.
 Adult Bible study – 1:30 pm the third Thursday of each month. Topic of study is, “The Genesis Academy”.

5
6

Concordia: The Lutheran Confessions, Paul McCain, Ed. CPH, 2006
I.e., the forgiveness earned for us by Christ through His sacrifice and delivered to us in the Sacraments.

Sing to the Lord of harvest, Sing songs of love and praise;
With joyful hearts and voices Your Alleluias raise.
By Him the rolling seasons In fruitful order move;
Sing to the Lord of harvest A joyous son of love.
LSB# 893 vs. 1
St. John’s will lift their voices in thanks and praise at the Thanksgiving Eve worship service, November 24th
beginning at 7 pm. Do not let the worries and cares of this world keep you from gathering with your brothers and
sisters in Christ to give our Heavenly Father the glorious praise for His bounty give each day.







OFFICE INFORMATION
Please call the office or Pastor if you desire private communion during this time.
Please call the office when someone is ill, hospitalized, or homebound.
Please use this email to contact the office: churchoffice@stjohnsgeneseo.org
Website address – www.stjohnsgeneseo.org
Facebook page: https://www.facebook.com/St.Johns.Geneseo/ All Sunday services are ‘Live’ streamed at
10am and posted to our church website the following day.

ALTAR FLOWERS
Celebrate a special occasion with flowers given for a Sunday worship service. Sign the flower
chart, found on the bulletin board next to the rest rooms. NOTE: Cost for flowers has increased to $30.
Put money in a yellow envelope (found by the chart). Fill in the date for the flowers along and
occasion/memory and place envelope in the offering plate.
4 Brooklynne Haughton
5 Erin Schillinger
5 Heidi Nerud
5 Tim Wolfe
7 Joyce DeFauw
10 Jessi Ague

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
11 Wayne Winchell
12 Teresa Firch
15 Larry Kane
16 Drew Schillinger
16 Robert Wechsler
18 Laney Esterlein

20 Kenneth Cullison
21 Vivian Smith
24 Cathy Langdon
26 Janice Neeld
27 Betty Firch

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
11 Kurt/Kathy Gehn (2011) - 10 yrs
24 Charles/April Johnson (2008) – 13 yrs
18 Dan/Roselyn Maeltzer (1978) - 43 yrs

1 Gracelyn Kulpa
4 Cheryl Loenser
11 Alec Davila
11 Robert Wolfe
14 Jason Dahl
14 Cassandra Kulpa (Fern)

NOVEMBER BAPTISM BIRTHDAYS
16 Tim Wolfe
19 Jessi Ague
19 Kelsey Ague
19 Lexie Ague
19 Memphis Ague
19 Rachael Himmelman

23 Carl Freeman
23 Madison Winchell
24 Brad Barry
24 Gary Post
31 Nicole Werling
00 Barb Miller

WE NEED YOUR HELP
In preparation for the Christmas season, many hands are needed to
decorate the church. All will gather on Saturday, November 27 from 9 am –
11 am. We will begin with the sanctuary and decorate as much as we can
with volunteers we have. If we do not get enough helpers, we will only strive
to decorate the sanctuary this year.
LWML NEWS
St. John’s LWML met Tuesday October 12, 2021 at 1:00 pm. There were 4 members present. Liz Neumann
opened our meeting in the name of God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.
Our promise verse for this month is: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in
every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.
And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and
your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7
Liz Neumann read a devotion entitled, “Who is Your Neighbor?” based on James 2:8. We then went through
the Quarterly Bible Study called; Merciful Care.
Minutes from the September meeting were approved as written.
Correspondence: A thank you note was received from Concordia LWML for the lovely Fall Rally we hosted.
Margo shared National Mite Grant #2; Healing the Invisible Wounds of War through Horses, Spirit Warrior,
Central Maine — $95,000
Treasurer’s Report will be filed for review: Receipts for September - Mites: $229.68, Missions: $60,
Operating: $25. Disbursements – Mites: $229.68, Operating: $25, 3 Rally Registrations: $36, Missions for
Clausings; $150. Oct 10th - Balances ($384.61): Missions: $264.54, Operating: $119.07.
OLD BUSINESS:
 Liz thanked everyone for a job well done the day of the Rally. It was a pleasant day for all in attendance.
 LWML Sunday went well. Many asked for a Mite Box.
NEW BUSINESS:
 Reviewed the ‘Homebound List’. There are 4 members that will be contacted through mail, phone calls or
personal visits.
 The new 7th grade confirmation students were added and names given to a LWML partner.
 The new “Mailbox Members” program was briefly discussed. Liz wants to gather more information before
making any decisions what our group will do with this.
 A brief discussion was held on the future of our group. One suggestion is to possibly join with the Concordia
group. Another idea was to meet only 4 times next year (March, June, Sept. and Dec.). All are asked to pray
about this. More will be discussed at the Nov. meeting.
The next meeting is November 9th. Bev Peterson will lead the devotion and Bible study. We closed praying
Mite Box Prayer #1.
THANK YOU!
LWML is no longer collecting pill bottles. Thank you for your support of this project over the past years.

LWML-CID MISSION GRANT MITE BYTES
Filling Haitian Tummies – Trinity HOPE……………………………………………………………………. $5,000

Trinity HOPE is a feeding program in Haiti to assist Haitian Lutheran Churches in spreading the
Gospel to the hungry children who attend their Christian schools by more adequately meeting their
physical needs through providing a daily nutritious meal. Their programs help make the children
healthier, increase their energy, and enable them to be more receptive to the Word of the Lord. These
funds will be sufficient to provide a noon to approximately 110 hungry children for an entire school year.
How can I help? Pray that God feeds the bodies and the souls of the Haitian children. Support this grant by
donating to your church’s LWML group mite fund.
Sometimes people don’t like it when pastors talk about stewardship. For some,
it hits too close to home. It is easier to talk about bad people in Washington, in
history, or wherever than it is to think about what our daily life in Christ is supposed
to look like and how we are supposed to love our neighbor.
The fact that we don’t like it certainly means we ought to face it. So, here are
a few simple and practical realities.
God calls us to first-fruits, sacrificial giving. That means that we should give
off the top. We should set a percentage of our income as a deliberate gift for the work
of the Church and then give that first. We write the check to the Lord’s work in the Church before we pay the
mortgage or pay for our medicine or pay for anything else. We don’t pay for all the stuff we need – and stuff we
think we need – and then give from what is left over. That is the first-fruits idea. It is hard because we think we need
all sorts of other things first. But that is the point of “sacrificial”. Next, how could the starting point for Christian
generosity and sacrifice really be anything less than a tithe – 10%? The ceremonial law of the Old Testament was
never arbitrary. In the Old Testament, the Levites received this tithe so that they could be full-time ministers.
Does the New Testament have a ministry that is larger or smaller? It is far larger: “Make disciples of all
nations” (Matt. 28:19). And we are still to have a full-time ministry: “The Lord has commanded that those who
preach the Gospel should make their living from the Gospel” (1 Cor 9:14). So if 10% is what it took in the Old
Testament, and we have a bigger mission need in the New Testament, how can we expect the Lord’s work to be
done on less than a tithe?
By first-fruits, sacrificial, and generous giving – that’s how. We shouldn’t fool ourselves into thinking that
we’ve outgiven God’s goodness or that we’ve given plenty. We might be tempted to think that way, but consider that
no one in the Church has given plenty because no one has given all. No one has died for his sins. Only the sinless
Son of God did that.
St. Paul brought the Good News of Jesus into the discussion of our giving to support the Lord’s work in the
Church when he wrote: “I say this not as a command, but to prove by the earnestness of others that your love also is
genuine. For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became
poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich” (2 Cor. 8:8-9).
As you can see, what the Bible commands about our stewardship can sting. It’s Law, and the Law shows our
sins. It calls us to repentance. The Law is meant to expose and accuse for the sake of showing us Christ and His
fulfillment of the Law. So if first-fruits, sacrificial giving has you squirming, that’s the point.
In Mark’s account of the feeding of the 4,000, Jesus took the disciples’ seven loaves and blessed them. It was
nothing among so many, but, of course, it was plenty. Jesus makes something from nothing. Mark doesn’t say that
all the disciples gave Jesus all the bread they had. It is quite possible that some of them held something back. But
even if they did, that didn’t stop Jesus from blessing them. Jesus makes something out of nothing. He, who fed His
people in the desert with Manna every morning, doesn’t need their bread.
But they need to give it. And what they give – however little it might be and however grudgingly they do so
– He blesses. He not only blesses those whom He feeds with it, but He blesses them – the givers. He blesses the
givers not just in that they wind up with a basketful for each loaf, but they are blessed by learning to trust and rejoice
in Him.
The Lord gives, and the Lord takes away. The Lord gives abundantly, or He asks us to fast. We do not know
what will happen. Blessed be the Name of the Lord. He does all things well, and He works all things together for
good. The disciples don’t give their bread to Jesus because it is a good investment. They give it because He is good,
because they love Him, and because they trust Him. Let us go and do likewise.

You are his witness. The disciples, the people Jesus chose to
be the first witnesses of His Resurrection, came from ordinary
walks of life, just like us! The Holy Spirit Qualifies us to be Jesus’
witnesses.
(Jesus said) But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the
earth. Acts 1:8
WHO’s WHO in the PEW NEXT to YOU?
It’s Joyce DeFauw!
I now live at Liberty Village (a retirement facility) in Geneseo. Before that,
I lived the first place west of St. John's. I often walked to church. Now, having sold
my car, I need a way to get to church. There are a number of members who are
most kind and pick me up and bring me back.
I was born, at home, on a farm outside Geneseo, Illinois. When it was
"TIME", the Doctor was called and he came out to the house. This was in 1932 on
a November day. I do not know why I was named JOYCE. I do know my middle
name, VIOLA, is after my father's sister who my parents chose to be my GODMOTHER.
I am retired. Aside from raising a family of eight children, I used to be a
waitress and a caterer's helper. I made MANY loaves of bread-----for the family,
giving it away, and people even bought it. My activities were playing cards,
putting puzzles together and reading. Now that I'm back in school, going for my
BGS (Bachelor of General Studies), I don't have much time for extras.
I have many fond memories of St. John's. In my youth, it was Walther League with its "talent fests", ball
games, bowling, and other activities with the other leagues in our zone. Our league went on "hay-rack" rides, had
programs on a "hay-rack" for the church's ice cream socials, had games and fun on "rally day" and other things. The
"high-light" of the year, for me, was the Sunday School's Christmas Eve program. Children were in costume and
chosen to portray MARY, JOSEPH, a WISE MAN, a shepherd, or an angel in the choir. ALL the Sunday School
children
participated
in
some
way.
I first learned to drive when I was in college. My boyfriend let me drive when we went on dates.
St. John's had and still has wonderful "pot- lucks". My favorite food is sea-food----I 'see' food and I'll eat it.
However, I do not care for "green tomato pie". I had it twice-----the first and the last. I usually brought "deviled eggs
and “Scotcharoos" because they seemed to be 'good-goers'.
A Bible verse that has played a big part in my life is Romans 1:16. The person who influenced me most in
my life, aside from my Savior, would have to be my mom. She made sure we always went to church. As a Sunday
School teacher, she introduced "visual aids" and was commended for it. From her example and dedication, I wanted
to teach. My wish was fulfilled. I was called "Teacher Joyce". I thank God for the opportunity. My advice is: KEEP
COMING TO CHURCH and STAY IN GOD'S WORD!
SUNDAY SCHOOL NEWS
Christmas program materials have been ordered. We will need extra people to help with this. Please consider
how you will be able to assist us.
We are still in need of teachers and subs. Your service is not to us but to the Lord and the precious children
in our midst. Contact Sandy Rahn or Becky Ague is you are willing to help.
ATTENTION ALL YOUTH
You and your friends are invited to attend a new youth group at Immanuel Lutheran Church. The youth
group is open to all churches in our Rock Island Circuit (7th grade thru High School). Meeting times are every
Sunday from 6:30 pm—8:30 pm at Immanuel in Rock Island. The first hour includes a brief opening and devotion
followed by a discussion with Pastor Astrowski on Apologetics—learning how to defend our faith. The second hour
we will gather in the fellowship hall for activities and snacks. For any questions, please contact Kathy Welch at 309714-5491.
Rock Island Circuit Youth Information & Activities:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/341362862713713/

HOW CAN WE PRAY FOR YOU?
Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts
and your minds in Christ Jesus. Philippians 4:6-7
Pray for each other so that you may be healed. The prayer of a righteous man is
powerful and effective. James 5:16b
Our Infrequent Attendees –pray the Holy Spirit bring them to the understanding of
their need to be in regular worship in church on Sunday and that we as their
brothers and sisters in Christ would reach out to them.
Our LWML Chapter– that God would continue to bless their work.
Sunday school – pray the Holy Spirit would direct and guide the students to a better
understanding of God’s love and mercy in Jesus Christ and that all parents would
be diligent in bringing their children each Sunday.
Women's Ministry - we pray that a ministry would begin which would speak to the needs of all women.
Youth – pray the Holy Spirit would provide the means to work with our youth to keep them faithful to their
confirmation promises. Bless and increase their numbers.
Elderly/Homebound - pray that this congregation would continually remember our Elderly and Shut-ins and
minister to their special needs.
Stephen/Care Ministry – pray that God would guide us to the needs of others and supply willing people who will
reach out to help provide for those needs.
Confirmation Students – pray that they will be eager to study, learn and grow in the teachings of the Lutheran
church and their faith. May they see this is the beginning of a life lived for Jesus.
PRAYER WARRIORS
Currently, there are a few faithful ladies as our ‘Prayer Warriors’. We invite and encourage others to join in
this ministry. Only a small amount of time and a willing heart is needed. A prayer request is given to Pastor who
then writes an appropriate prayer. This is then sent by email to the Prayer Warriors who pray in their own homes. It
is that simple and yet very powerful. ‘What a privilege to carry everything to God in prayer’!
If you desire to become part of this ministry, just let Terri Hock know. Your name will be added to the email
list. Anyone can be a prayer warrior. You will be a blessing and also be blessed.
PRAYING FOR OUR CHURCH COUNCIL/VOLUNTEERS
During the month of November, please pray for our custodian and organists: Sarah Versluys, Carmen
Pamperin, Gail Tutt, and Corinne Luckinbill. They willingly use their abilities and gifts to be of service to this
congregation.
REMEMBERING THOSE IN NEED!
ST. JOHN’S FAMILY—O Lord, You are the great Physician of soul and body. We pray that You would show
mercy these members of St. John’s:
Drew Schillinger
Jim Dahl
Lois Esterlein
Lynne Johnson
Arlyn Helke
Linda Aper
Lillian Hock
Carolyn Werner
Betty Firch
Jim Rahn
Paula Chapa
Marilyn Woods
OUR EXTENDED FAMILY/FRIENDS:
Jim Neumann (father-in-law of Brad Gehn’s son)
Don Eggers (son of a friend of Marilyn Woods)
Jodi Martins (daughter of Gary & Darla Johns)
Delores Gonion (mother of Michele Barry)
John & Anita Causling (missionaries in Kenya)
Lonnie Anderson (employee of Brad Gehn)
Marilyn Potts (wife of Cal, former LFC)
Laurie Sanford (sister of Jan Dahl)
Karen Wright (wife of Pastor Gary Wright)
Rev Justin Kane (son of Sandra Kane)
Virginia Miller (mother of Jamie Werling)
Bill Erdman (brother of Bob Erdman)
MILITARY, THOSE SERVING & THEIR FAMILIES:
Mandy/Richard Davila (daughter/son-in-law of
John/Kindra Thompson)
Linda Aper)
Ken Willeford (husband of Alicia Willeford)
Luke/Nicole Thompson (son/daughter-in-law of

Karl Flynn (son of Mr. & Mrs. Paul Flynn)
Zachary & Tiffany Gardner (nephew/wife of Lois
Esterlein)

Casey Powers Jr (step-son of Lisa Powers)
Brittany Loenser (daughter of Gabe Loenser

MEMBERSHIP UPDATES
Richard DeWulf – Transferred to the Church Triumphant

NEWS YOU CAN USE!
November 2021
Evangelism and the End Times
Years ago, a famous evangelist made an odd decision. He determined, for once, not to say anything to
anyone about Jesus on a stagecoach trip he was taking. Things turned out terribly, he recalled. He had no cross to
bear or take up, and soon he went to sleep.
Jesus said: “Be alert, since you don’t know when the master of the house is coming . . . Otherwise, when he
comes suddenly he might find you sleeping. And what I say to you, I say to everyone: be alert!” (Mark 13:35-37).
Speaking the Gospel serves as a constant reminder of the eternal life-and-death import of faith or unbelief.
This is not only for other people, but also for ourselves.
When we tell someone else the Good News about Jesus, we also have the opportunity to “eavesdrop” on it,
hearing it all over again for our own life in the Lord. If we encounter pushback from others, we finally have nowhere
to turn except to the returning Christ. In all these ways, we act as wide-awake, alert, and forgiven disciples of the
crucified but now exalted and returning Jesus.
Don’t fall asleep! Lift up your head, your voice too. Your redemption draws near.
Rev. Dr. Ken Schurb Assistant to the President for Evangelism & Missions,
Stewardship, Human Care
Pray For Our Central Illinois District Missions supported by your church’s Mission Dollars to the District.
“Finally, brothers, pray for us, that the Word of the Lord may spread rapidly and be honored.” Our Lord
Jesus said, “Pray the Lord of the harvest to send laborers into the harvest.” Please remember in your prayers all our
CID campus ministries, especially Rev. William Jensen and Wittenberg Lutheran Center in Normal, serving
students, faculty, and staff of Illinois State University and other institutions. And pray for the “Keeping Christ on
Campus” campaign, building endowments to help CID support our campus ministries.
Stay Connected with your District
Looking for additional information visit https://linktr.ee/cidlcms or connect with the following items:
† CID’s GatePost (newsletter)
† Subscribe to the E-GatePost/News You Can Use
† Stay connect with us on Facebook and Instagram -- Central Illinois District-LCMS
ITEMS OF INTEREST TO SHARE
CAMP CILCA INFORMATION
The FALL WORKDAY at Camp CILCA is Saturday, November 13. Volunteers are needed to help get the
campgrounds ready for winter. Come anytime between 8:30am and 11:30am. Lunch will be provided for all
volunteers.
THE 2021 CID JR. HIGH LOCK IN HAS BEEN CANCELLED
Unfortunately, the CID Youth Committee has decided to cancel the CID Jr-High Lock-in. The event was scheduled
for November 12th-13th, 2021.
We were disappointed that COVID is still affecting our planning of activities.
NOVEMBERFEST AND A GOTTESDIENST CONFERENCE

St. John’s - Mattoon, and Immanuel - Tuscola
Sunday evening and Monday, November 14-15, 2021
Conference theme: Reactions to Persecution
In an age of mounting animosity toward the Christian Church in our society, this conference aims to get pastors and
laypeople thinking about how we might respond appropriately to such things. For the seminar we are pleased to
welcome the Rev. Dr. Adam Koontz, Assistant Professor at Concordia Theological Seminary in Fort Wayne, Indiana
as our keynote speaker. Dr. Koontz was recently added to our ranks as a Gottedienst blogger. He’ll be speaking on
“Reactions to Persecution in the Early Church.”
We’ll also hear from Rev. Jason Braaten, our editor known for producing The Gottesdienst Crowd, our
weekly podcast. Pastor Braaten will speak on “Temptations amid Persecution: Distraction and Indifference"
REGISTRATION: $50 per person — includes picnic, lunch, pizza dinner, and Gemütlichkeit. Log on
at www.gottesdienst.org (November 1)
Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty November thoughts
† Veteran Day- we remembered all those who serve and have served in the US military to insure our freedoms.
The first freedom mentioned in the Bill of Rights is Freedom of Religion. Dr. Seltz is an advocate for this
freedom as he works to make sure all can practice their unique religion free from outside pressure.
†

Soon we will pause to commemorate the first Thanksgiving, a time to reflect on the blessings God has
granted our nation.

†

Black Friday, Cyber Monday, Christmas Sales abound – how blessed we are! As we look forward to the
season of giving, you are invited to support the work of the LCRL with your prayers and finances. Thank
you for your consideration.

LCRL The Center provides input, education, advice, advocacy, and resources in the areas of life, marriage and
religious liberty and seeks to engage in discussions in Washington, D.C., to establish partnerships and resources
in our nation’s Capital for the sake of our churches, schools, universities, and seminaries.
See www.LCRLFreedom.org for more information

2021
Sun

Mon
1
Pastor’s Day Off

7
SS/Adult/Youth Bible
Study 8:45am
Worship/Comm
10 am

14
SS/Adult/Youth Bible
Study 8:45am
Worship 10 am

21
SS/Adult/Youth Bible
Study 8:45am
Worship/Comm 10 am

28
SS/Adult/Youth Bible
Study 8:45am
Worship 10 am

Tue
2

Wed

Thu

3
Life Light 1:30 pm
Confirmation 5 pm

4
Elders 6 pm

Fri

Sat

5

6

Men’s Bible Study 7 pm

8
Pastor’s Day Off

9
LWML 1 pm
Council 6:30 pm

10
Confirmation 5 pm

11

12

13

15
Pastor’s Day Off

16

17
Confirmation 5 pm

18
Bible Study 1:30 pm

19

20

22
Pastor’s Day Off

23
SS Teachers’ 6:30 pm

24
Confirmation 5 pm
Thanksgiving Eve
Worship 7 pm

25
OFFICECLOSED

26
OFFICE CLOSED

27
Decorate Church
9am—11 am

29
Pastor’s Day Off

30

ELDER
Mike Dahl

ST. JOHN’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
8948 N 1900 AVE
GENESEO IL 61254-8941

Sunday school/Adult & Youth Bible Class - 8:45 am
WORSHIP SERVICES 10 am - (Communion -1st, 3rd Sundays of this month)
Thanksgiving Eve Service 7 pm – November 24

Live Streaming each week on Facebook

